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ANGOLA 


PORTUGUESE INQUIRY SET OVER ALLEGED INVASION PLOT 
Paris AFRICA AFP in English 10 Aug 82 p 21 


[Excerpt] Lisbon, August 10--The Portuguese government announced Monday night 
it was opening an "urgent" inquiry into a report that a large-scale South 
African-backed invasion of Angola was being planned here. 


Portuguese President Antonio Eanes received Angolan Ambassador Adriano 
Sebastiao a few hours earlier and expressed his concern about the reported 
plot, which was disclosed by the pro-government weekly Expresso over the 
weekend. 


The magazine said officials of the two main armed Angolan opposition groups-- 
the FNLA and the South African-backed UNITA--met recently in Lisbon with 

South African intelligence agents to prepare the attack, codenamed “Operation 
Kubango", to oust the government of Angolan President Jose Eduardo dos Santos. 





“t also printed on its front page a photograph of the South African assistant 
nilitary attache here emerging from a Lisbon cafe where he had allegedly met 
the Angolan opposition figures. 


Military Invasion 


The magazine said the plot, which had been in preparation since a secret 
agreement in London four months ago, also involved dissident members of Presi- 
dent Dos Santos' government as well as a U.S.-based organization opposed to 
Cuban President Fidel Castro. Several thousand Cuban troops are based in 
Angola. 


The aim would be to set up a "moderate pro-Western regime more open to South 
African interests" and would entail a military invasion of Angola by two 
columns, one from Zaire in the north, the other from Namibia in the south, 
it said. 


The northern column would be composed of between 500 and 2,000 mercenaries, 
while the southern column would mainly comprise UNITA troops. 


The UNITA men would act together with regular South African forces who would 
launch an attack deep into Angola on the pretext of destroying bases »>f SWAPO, 


the Namibian nationalist guerrilla movement, Expresso said. 


CSO: 4700/1747 











ANGOLA 


PORTUGUESE PAPER DETAILS ALLEGED INVASION PLOT 
PA181410 Managua International Service in Spanish 0220 GMT 18 Aug 82 
[From the "Today, Here and Now" program] 


[Excerpts] New revelations about an imminent attack against the People's 
Republic of Angola were made by the Portuguese weekly EXPRESSO. The weekly 
indicates that it has confirmed the authenticity of the aggressive plan, known 
as "Operation (Cubango)." "Operation (Cubango)" has been prepared with the 
financial and military support of South Africa. It involves Portuguese and 
South African mercenaries and others of Cuban origin who live in the United 
States. The first part of the aggressive plan consists of supporting the 
counterrevolutionary Angolan groups with mercenary groups, so as to later 
involve the South African army. 


The weekly EXPRESSO gives details about meetings held in Lisbon by (Fernando 
Simoes), a former commando with the Portuguese colonialist army, and South 
Africans (Gary Van Dyke), a secret service agent from Pretoria, and South 
African diplomat in Lisbon (Jacobo Low). The meeting was also attended by 
(Victor Fernandez), an Angolan counterrevolutionary who has very close contacts 
with the South African security service. (Fernandez) met in Pretoria, South 
Africa, with (Jack Rawlings), head of the racist regime's secret service, which 
promised (Fernandez) the total military, political, and moral support of South 
Africa for the so-called "Operation (Cubango)," EXPRESSO reports. 


Although the principal center of the anti-Angolan conspiracy is Lisbon, those 
involved have also held meetings in London, where they signed a so-called 
declaration of war. This document reveals the plans and resources of the sub- 
versive plan, including initial assistance of $5 million on the part of South 
Africa and the immediate recruiting of 2,000 men in Portugal and the United 
States. The recruiting of mercenaries to invade Angola was done in Portugal 
by the (Camrec) International Company and in the United States it was done 
through Frank Sturgis, a CIA agent involved in the Watergate case. Sturgis 
also participated in London as representative of the mercenaries for the 
invasion of Angola, EXPRESSO states. 


CSO: 4748/26 
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ANGOLA 


PARIS AMBASSADOR DENIES CONTACTS WITH UNITA 
Paris LE MONDE in French 8-9 Aug 82 p 4 


[Text] Following the publication of the two-article series "Angola Without 
Peace" by our special correspondent Jean-Pierre Langellier (LE MONDE 16, 
17 April 82), Angolan Ambassador de Almeida wrote this letter to us: 


"Certain passages seem to be completely without foundation. 


"First, the affirmation according to which contacts reportedly took place in 
Paris and Zurich between our government or party and UNITA. Allow me to 
formally assure you that no contact of this kind ever took place between 
official Angolan authorities and this terrorist organization, which is nothing 
but a hotbed of intrigue and a movement connected to and financed by the 
American CIA, militarily and financially supported by Morocco and South Africa, 
as well as by rightist and extreme right groups in Portugal and a number of 
Western countries. 


"At no time and under no circumstances our government, our party or any other 
official or unofficial authorities have had any contact or any relations with 
this organization, its leaders or its cadre. 

"Tn my capacity as Angolan ambassador to France, I am in a position to solemnly 
and officially affirm to you that this information--which you no doubt published 
in good faith--is only a tale coming from a certain fascist-leaning or rightist 
press whose sole aim is to create confusion and ambiguity and to disseminate 
propaganda that seeks to hurt my country and my peo>le, who are firmly united 

in support of the MPLA-Labor Party. As President Eduardo dos Santos expressed 
it so well, the People's Republic of Angola never had and never will have 
official or unofficial contacts of any kind with this organization of 
mercenaries in the pay of the South African racists and their allies. 


"Moreover, if such information is correct, why wasn't the identity of those 
Angola: personalities who reputedly met with Pretoria's proteges revealed? 
Why this suspicious blackout, this silence accompanying such lies? 


"Secondly, the article of your special correspondent specifies, moreover, that 
within the MPLA political bureau there is not a single member of the Ovumbu 
tribe, indicative, according to him, of the "suspicion" nourished by our party 
vis-a-vis this ethnic group. For your information, the members of the political 
bureau are chosen from among the members of the ceutral committee not on an 











ethnic, regional or racial basis, but according to criteria determining their 
competence and their direct contribution to the armed struggle for national 
liberation. Must you be reminded that the members of the political bureau 

and of the MPLA central committee belonging to the Ovumbu tribe, such as Messrs 
Joaquim Kapango, Albano Machado and Antonio Assis--to mention only a few-- 
were massacred in 1976 right after independence on the express orders of 
Savimbi, the racist South Africans’ liegeman, and by his own henchmen?" 


(Ome can understand that Mr de Almeida, for diplomatic reasons, feels strongly 
about denying contacts between Luanda and UNITA. However, we insist on the 
correctness of our information. We should also note that he does not deny 

our statement, according to which the Ovumbu tribe, the most important one in 
Angola, is not represented in the MPLA political bureau). 


CSO: 4719/294 








ANGOLA 


DOS SANTOS CLOSES PEOPLE'S ASSEMBLY, ANNOUNCES MEASURES 
Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA in Portuguese 18 Jul 82 ppl, 3 


[Text of sneech by Jose Eduardo dos Santos, president of the People's Republic 
of Angola, at the final meeting of the Fifth Ordinary Session of the People's 
Assembly held yesterday in the 10 December Cinema 


[Excerpts] Comrade deputies: 


After 4 1/2 days of intensive work, we reach the end of the Fifth Ordinary 
Session of the People's Assembly. Faced with the difficult situation in our 
country and considering the powers which our constitution confers on this 
assembly, this meeting certainly aroused expectations in our people. Thus, 
it is appropriate to ask to what extent we helped, during these days of work, 
solve some urgent problems currently facing the country. 


Obviously, we could not discuss all problems confronting the country in one 
session and in such a short time. In addition, at present in our nation, 
our resources are not sufficient to satisfy all needs. Therefore, we 
establish priorities and are able to meet our people's basic needs for food, 
clothing and shoes. 


The quantities of food produced for people in the agricultural-animal husbandry 
sector were, in many cases, below the 1980 levels. Dried manioc, beans, palm 
oil, lemons and milk, with respective production rates of 96 percent, 84 
percent, 56 percent, 70 percent and 59 percent were the commodities whose 
marketable production exceeded 50 percent of the goais. 

Continued low rates in raising corn, “ginguba," tomatoes, soybeans, sunflowers, 
pineapples ari meats were mainly responsible for the production drop in the 
food industry sector. Indeed, only corn meal with 50.8 percent and noodles 
witn 94.3 percent, using imported raw materials, were over 50 percent of the 


goals. 


In the processing sector, leather shoes with 72.3 percent, shirts with 72.9 
percent, skirts with 74.6 percent and automobile assembly with 5/.7 percent 
exceeded 50 percent of the goals set for commerical goods. 


Some basic industrial goods like scythes, radios, cooking oils and soap did 
not reach half the goals set. 














This situation made exports impossible and because of national production, 
imports had to be increased to assure normal, regular provisioning of the 
people. Indeed, only the supplying of corn meal, manioc, noodles, margarine, 
fabrics, outer garments, dried, partially preserved, fresh and frozen 

fish achieved the goals set in the plan. For example, compared with 1980, 
approximately three times the amount of fabric, clothing and footwear was 
made available to the people. 


However, the production amounts did not correspond to the quantities avail- 
able at the legal distribution outlets because goods were diverted to 

illegal distributors and black markets where prices are not regulated. 
Although we achieved some successes, they did not benefit the workers because 
the goods were not in the stores but in the hands of speculators who exploit 
the people. This situation causes substantial, unregulated increases in the 
prices of basic goods, quickly enriches the wheeler-dealers, causes unregu- 
lated increases in the cost of living and neutralizes the benefits of all 
workers’ wage increases programmed by the government. 


In addition, this situation forces us to put more money into cire ition with- 
out having the counterbalance of merchandise because speculators i . +p money 

at home and do not deposit it in the bank. This creates a great imbalance 
between the volume of money and the quanitity of merchanidze in circulation, 
and this is inflation. 


In addition to these observations and considering the fact that in this phase 
of national reconstruction we must consolidate the socialist sector of the 
economy, we wanted to know about the participation of the state and coopera- 
tive sectors in the production rates, especially in agriculture and industry. 
Thus, I am pleased to tell you that the state sector continues to be very 
important in agriculture and plays a major role in the commercial production 
of unhulled rice, sunflowers, cotton, coffee, sisal, palm oil and fruits. It 
plays a major role in the processing industry, contributing 58 percent as 
comparei with 13 percent from the parastatal sector and 29 percent from the 
private sector. However, productivity remains low in the state sector. It 
is enough to say that in the summary on the distribution of the state's general 
budget, receipts from the state economic units amounted to 52 percent of the 
goal. 


Agricultural sector achievements should also be mentioned; there have been 
produce surpluses in the rural markets during the marketing campaigns held in 
the provinces of Malanje, Huambo, Uige and Kwanza-Sul which indicates the 
importance of this sector at present. 


To solve some problems, necessary measures were approved to reduce the 
budget deficit and revitalize the national economy. 


Reudcing the budgt deficit means cutting expenditures and/or increasing 
revenues. The analysis in the respective report of each major area of our 
budget reveals that most expenditures were to cover the deficits of state 
firms and thus greater efforts must be made to correct management errors, 
increase revenues and insure their proper functioning and profitability. 











We noted that the factors causing the budget deficit are linked to the 
coordination of economic and social development or to the overall, still- 
inefficient management of the economy and naturally the problems of labor 
organization, production, discipline, supervision of completion of tasks, 
consciousness raising, the political mobilization of the workers and their 
vocational training. The war effort to counter South African aggression and 
the critical world economic situation also weigh very heavily. 


Thus, in certain firms and in general, we have decided to work for greater 
Management efficiency, train accountants on an emergency basis and emphasize 
fulfilling contracts signed to prevent losses from legally established 
businesses. 


Moreover, to solve structural and institutional probleme related to the 
present organizational state of government administrative organizational 
State of government administrative organizations as the instrument of power 
to implement our party's policy, this session of the People's Assembly bas 
decided to authorize the National Commission on Restructuring State Apparatus 
to study the reorganization of the central state appartus to prevent its 
excessive growth and reduce the number of workers to the absolute minimum. 





The state apparatus must be improved because of the deficiencies in the 
current apparatus and because the new democratic, popular power has ever- 
growing needs. 


Very recently, the deputies of the Provincial People's Assemblies were divided 
according to their respective work areas and only at this session were the 
deputies of the People's Assembly similarly divided. This fact explains why 
high-level party decisions and the tasks enumerated in the national plan are 
poorly implemented, as we noted. 


Thus, it was decided that the National Commission on Restructuring State 
Apparatus should also study setting up an organization to control and 
Supervise the work otf the state administrative organizations. However, 

this decision must not lead us to think that another policing entity is 
being set up. Quite the contrary, our party wants this supervision not only 
to detect and end mistakes, but, above all, prevent them from being commit-— 
ted and repeated, either through sanctions or by communicating and publiciz- 
ing better methods discovered during the supervision process, thus helping 
to educate the workers and the people in general. 


Therefore, the above-mentioned organization for supervision and control of 
the work of the state apparatus will be, we are certain, rather an instrument 
to assure the execution of party decisions. Still in this context, the 
Peopie’s Assembly has asked the Council of Ministers to draw up a program 

to fixzht speculation and black markets vigorously, providing the police for 
economic matters with the necessary means to carry out their duties fully. 


Comrade deputies, we must not have illusions. Since the enemy is preparing 
to attack us again, our efforts must be redoubled to provide for the armed 
detense of the country and our people. 











Right now, we must broaden our struggle politically, militarily and economi- 
cally and we must go to our areas of work to find the most equitable solutions 
to the problems affecting our lives. Thus, the responsibility and demands 

of our work increase and the way in which we discharge our social duty will 
depend to what extent the masses are mobilized for the tasks of defense and 
national reconstruction of the country, under the guidance of our party, for 
the success of our democratic, popular revolution. 


I hope you all return safely to your places of work and wish you complete 
success. 


Faithful to President Neto, we are struggling for economic independence. 
The struggle continues! 


Victory is certain! 





9479 
CSO: 4742/349 














ANGOLA 


READER PROTESTS PREVAILING CUSTOM OF EXPENSIVE PARTIES 
Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA in Portuguese 17 Jul 82 p 2 
[Letter to the Editor by Rodrigues Pereira: "Unnecessary Parties"] 


[Excerpts] The year 1982 was designated "the year of economic organization 
and popular vigilance." In this important slogan, I also see determination 
to enforce the policy of austerity and reduce unnecessary expenditures 
especially when production levels are low and we must import to alleviate 
the biggest shortages. 


With respect to this decision, I must comment on some practices which could 
be considered improper under this heading since they result in substantial, 
unjustifiable economic and financial outlays. They happen right under our 
noses and are not noticed. 


Who does not like a party? We all do, especially in this phase when we might 
find there what often we do not have at home. Not just any citizen can 
approve requisitions for fish, "dinaprope," cakes, "nocal" and so on. With 
this exception, we can only scheme. 


Most of us experience the shortage of food for an adequate diet. Some 
people have no more than gruel for dinner. Others have a baked green 
banana and a piece of fish when available. Yet it is true that when there 
is a party, we see a little of everything--meat, shellfish, good beverages 
and other things. 


Some time ago, we felt the desire to haveaparty for no reason. Obviously, 
the pretext varies. The parties held in every home do not attract our 
attention. It is at another level, as, for example, when a trifle is approved 
and the result is a celebration; when a seminar which is neither the first 

nor the tenth, a sector meeting or a working visit is held, there is a party. 
This is seen. Since there are meetings every day, there are parties from 
Monday to Sunday. 


All organizations have something to commemorate all the time. Huambo is 
currently holding huge banquets marking the end of each event since the tide 
turned for this city. 


? 























On one side, the people's stores display their pitiful wares to those who 
get their supplies there, yet inside a large room scores of people--there 
because they did their duty as participants, not becuase they did something 
special--are devouring great quantities, eating and drinking a little of 
everything, of the good and best quality despite the shortages. Resolutions 
move into the background and parties take precedence. The former are unkept 
promises. 


Parties held through the year for various, unnecessary pretexts must be 
"educated." 


Editor's Note: Dear reader, this is a very interesting subject which we have 
already discussed. Unnecessary celebrations are held only to waste. As the 
reader well knows, they should stop immediately. We agree completely. 


9479 
CSO: 4742/349 
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ANGOLA 


BRIEFS 


EXPLOSION KILLS CHILDREN--An explosion last Friday morning on Columbano St 

in the Neves Bendinha (formerly People's) neighborhood killed two children 
and injured five, two critically. From what we learned, a grenade caused 

the explosion; it happened on the sidewalk of Columbano St where seven 
pioneers were sitting together on a rock, busy with their games. The explo- 
sive device was buried underground at the gathering place with only a shiny 
wire visible; it attracted the attention of the pioneers who thought it was 
something of value or at least something they could play with. One of the 
children, misled by the shiny wire, activated it. There was smoke for an 
instant and then the explosion. We learned that after the explosion security 
and defense forces made a search and uncovered three other grenades also 
buried underground in the vicinity. As can be easily verified, this repugnant 
act can only be attributed to our people's enemies who again moved their 
killer hand, snuffing out the lives of innocent pioneers. These events teach 
us that popular vigilance must be a constant concern so that we can neutral- 
ize all criminals and inflict well-earned punishment on them. [Excerpts] 
[Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA in Portuguese 18 Jul 82 p 2] 9479 


BENGUELA AIRPORT IMPROVEMENTS--Benguela--The runway of the airport of the 
city of Benguela, closed for several days, was markedly improved with the 
construction of two overruns at its upper end, respectively 120 meters and 
100 meters long, according to information from the geotechnical service of 
the province. Several places on the same runway which no longer provided 
support were reinforced; all cracks and crevices which collected water and 
caused several breaks were filled in. The same source also said that a Swiss 
firm drew up a plan to repair and enlarge this runway; the document has already 
been approved by Angolan authorities and figures in the Ministry of Construc- 
tion plans for this year. The plan calls for this runway to be enlarged by 
more than 300 meters and widened by 15 meters and for the parking area to be 
expanded at the same time. An access corridor to the parking area is to be 
built and the runway's support structures will be reinforced with more than 
20 centimeters of concrete covered with asphalt. The present runway of 

the Benguela Airport is approximately 1,740 meters long and 34 meters wide. 
[Text] [Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA in Portuguese 18 Jul 82 p 2] 9479 
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CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC 


BRIEFS 


MLPC LEADERS RELEASED--Bangui, July 31--Two leading members of the Centrafrican 
People's Liberation Movement (MLPC) detained in connection with a failed coup 
here in early March have been freed on the orders of military ruler General 
Andre Kolingba. They are former Health Minister Jean-Luc Mandaba, who is a 
doctor, and onetime Forcign Minister Simon Bedaya-Ngaro, also a doctor, whose 
latest post was rector of the university here. Both men have held posts as 
lecturers in medicine, and observers said their release showed Gen. Kolingba's 
concern to make use of the country's scarce qualified personnel irrespective 
of their political leanings. Mr. Bedaya-Ngaro was a close aide, as well as a 
relative, of MLPC leader Ange Patasse, who went into exile in Togo in April 
after hiding out in the French Embassy following an abortive putsch against 
Gen. Kolingba. Earlier this month other suspects in the coup were set free 

on the General's orders without having to face hearings before a special court. 
They included three judges. (A.F.P.) [Text] [Paris AFRICA AFP in English 
3 Aug 82 p 21] 
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EQUATORIAL GUINEA 


NEW CONSTITUTION, 'PORTENTS OF ECONOMIC RECOVERY' NOTED 
Paris AFRICA AFP in English 3 Aug 82 p 20 
[Article by Jean-Eudes Barbier: "Individual Liberties"] 


[Text] Malabo, August 1--Three years to the day after Equatorial Guinea's 
despotic Life President Francisco Macias Nguema was toppled by the Army, a 
new constitution for the former Spanish colony is to be published here next 
Tuesday. 


A referendum will be held as soon as possible, and the draft proposals are 
also to be vetted by United Nations lawyers, Head of State Colonel Teodoro 
Obiang Nguema told Agence France-Presse in a recent interview. 


He refused however to detail the major outlines of the text, which he said 
had been drawn up by a commission of representatives of the African country's 
tribes, lawyers and politicians formed in April. 


"It meets the needs and aspirations of our people", Mr. Nguema said. '"We in- 
herited from a dictatorship without political structures or economic bases. 

We want to give the Equatorial Guinean people their dignity and create a state 
where individual liberties are fully respected". 


The ruling Supreme Military Council's precaution of seeking U.N. endorsement 
for the new constitution can be expected to encourage hitherto cautious poten- 
tial investors to show more tangible interest in this tiny state, whose 28,051 
square kilometres comprise a mainland territory abutting Gabon and Cameroun, 
and the island of Fernando Po where the capital is situated. 


The first hopeful portents of economic recovery emerged at an international 
aid donors’ conference in Geneva last April, when 29 countries pledged 90 mil- 
lion dollars for reconstruction over the next few years. 


Spending Control © 


In addition, the International Monetary Fund (IMF) is prepared to provide a 
loan of 60 million dollars, on condition that Government spending be rigorous- 
ly controlled. 
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The Equaguinean economy was in ruins when Macias Nguema was overthrown three 
years ago after a bloody 1l-year dictatorship dating from the country's inde- 


pendence from Spain. 


The purchasing power of the few thousand wage-earners among a population of 
300,000 remains one of Africa's lowest. Under-nourishment is the lot of the 
majority, despite improvements in that area and in health care since Col. 
Obiang seized power. And there is the problem of absenteeism and corruption 


in the Civil Service. (A.F.P.) 


CSO: 4700/1742 




















EQUATORIAL GUINEA 


VOTE SCHEDULED 15 AUGUST ON CONSTITUTION 


AB131600 Paris AFP in French 1154 GMT 13 Aug 82 


[Text] Yaounde, 13 Aug (AFP)--The people of Equatorial Guinea will in a 
referendum scheduled for Sunday, 15 August, express their views on the 
country's new constitution, reliable sources said in Yaounde today. 


The draft constitution, the main points of which were made known at the 
beginning of this month by head of state Col Teodoro Obiang Nguema Mbasogo, 
envisages the election of a president for a 7-year term through universal 
suffrage, the establishment of a council of state, the formation of a gov- 
ernment headed by a prime minister, the election of a national assembly 
for a 5-year period and the setting up of a "National Council for Economic 
and Social Development," an organ with a consultative nature. 


Within the framework of this forthcoming referendum, the supreme military 
council--the ruling body in Equatorial Guinea since the overthrow of dic- 
tator Macias Nguema on 3 August 1979--has decided to nominate Col Obiang 
Mbasogo to the presidency of the republic. 


To this effect, a vast census operation was carried out in this small 
Spanish-speaking central African state for several weeks, the same sources 
explained in Yaounde. 


CsO: 4719/1302 
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GUINEA 


DPRK SHIP BRINGS GIFT OF CEMENT, MATERIALS 
AB161437 Conakry Domestic Service in French 1245 GMT 16 Aug 82 


[Excerpt] From 1000 to 1140 on 15 August, an official Guinean delegation, 
incluting Abdoulaye Diawa Balde, member of the National Political Bureau and 
minister of domestic trade; Senainon Behanzin, secretary of the National 
Political Bureau and minister of the Agro-Pastoral Farms (FAPA) and agri- 
cultural cooperatives; Saidou Diallo, principal private secretary of the min- 
ister of the FAPA and Tidiane Guire special commissioner of the Conakry Port 
paid a visit to the ship (Annon Kan) from the DPRK which arrived at the Conakry 
Port on Saturday, 14 August 1982. The ship is carrying 6,000 tons of cement 
and 960 tons of other construction materials for the building of the OAU 1983 
palace and the Kim Il-song center for agronomical research at Kindia. Kim 
Huang-sul, commander of the ship, while presenting this important donation 

of Kim Il-song, great leader of the Korean people, to the supreme leader of 
the revolution, Ahmed Sekou Toure, said the gift falls within the framework 
ef strengthening the friendly and sincere ties of friendship and fruitful 
cooperation between the Guinean and Korean peoples. 


In the name of the official Guinean delegation, Senainon Behanzin, conveyed 

to the crew of the [Amnon Kan] warm and friendly sentiments from the supreme 
leader of the revolution, President Ahmed Sekou Toure. This friendly gesture 
by President Kim Il-song, Senainon Behanzin added, demonstrates the constant 
readiness of the great Korean leader to always maintain and develop the desire 
to cooperate for the happiness of the Guinean and Korean peoples. These words 
are not enough to thank the great Korean leader. The best manner in which 
Guinea shouid thank him, Comrade Senainon Behanzin pointed out, is to ensure 
that the Kim Il-song agricultural research center at Kindia is the best center 
on the African continent and that the OAU palace under construction becomes 

a powerful link between Presidents Kim Il-song amd Ahmed Sekou Toure, with a 
view to developing the friendship between their people. 


CSO: 4719/1288 
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GUINEA 


BRIEFS 


TOURE RECEIVES IRANIAN DELEGATION—The supreme leader of the revolution, 


Ahmed Sekou Toure, tcday received an Iranian delegation led by His Excel- 
lency Gharazi, minister of petroleum and bearer of a message from the 


Iranian president to the Guinean head of state. [passage omitted] [Excerpt] 
[AB161336 Conakry Domestic Service in French 1245 GMT 16 Aug 82] 


CcsO: 4719/1302 
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IVORY COAST 


BRIEFS 





STOCK-BREEDING AGREEMENT WITH BELGIUM--This morning the minister of animal 
husbandry signed an agreement with the Kingdom of Belgium for the establish- 
ment of a stock-breeding project in the forest region. During the signing 
ceremony, the Belgian ambassador once more exalted the excellent relations 
between our two countries. The project is valued at 947 million CFA francs. 
Belgium's contribution is 413 million CFA francs while Ivory Coast con- 
tributes 534 million CFA francs representing the portion that the general 
budget devotes to the normal functioning of the project. [Text] [AB202023 
Abidjan Domestic Service in French 1930 GMT 20 Aug 82] 


cso: 4719/1305 
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LIBERIA 


GOVERNMENT DECREE APPROVES 1982-1983 BUDGET 
AB162052 Monrovia Domestic Service in English 1900 GMT 16 Aug 82 


[Text] The Government of Liberia has approved a budget of $420.1 million for 
fiscal year 1 July 1982 to 30 June 1983. A people's redemption council decree 
released in Monrovia today on the approval of the budget authorizes the minis- 
ter of finance and approves allotments, personnel needs and notices of warrant 
to the head of state to pay the expenses of government from 1 July 1982 to 

30 June 1983. It also authorized the minister of finance to approve such 
budgetary transfers between major (?corps) upon the recommendation of the 
director of the budget as may be necessary to give priority to the more essen- 
tial items of government operations provided, however, that all such transfers 
shall not exceed the sum of the budget. 


Under the decree, all equipment and supply shall be procured by the general 
services agency for and on behalf of all branches of government ministries 
and agencies, and approve the provisions of funds for the purchase of such 
items. [Sentence as heard] the new budget is $11 million less than the 431.1 
million budget over last fiscal year. 


Under the decree, government's recurrent expenditure is targeted at $272.9 
million for fiscal year 1982-1983 as compared with $304.2 million for the last 
budget year. Allotment for development programs is set at $147.2 million in 
the new budget which is about $20.5 million above similar allotment in the 
last fiscal budget. 


According to the decree, government is expected to generate $258 million from 
revenues; (7$132.1) million dollars will come from external sources through 
grants and loans. It said the $30 million deficit in the budget will be 
bridged in borrowing from the National Bank of Liberia. 


Under the new budget, government's priority is outlined in the following pro- 
posed allotments: to the Ministry of Agriculture--$48.3 million; education-- 
$42.4 million; national defense--$27.2 million; health and social welfare-- 
$24.6 million; public works--$20.5 million; and the national youth and sports 
commission--$17.9 million. 


CSO: 4700/1745 
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MADAGASCAR 


MONJA JAONA TO OPPOSE RATSIRAKA AT POLLS 
Port Louis LE MAURICIEN in French 27 Jul 82 p 3 
[Report: "Monja Jaona's Monima Criticizes Madagascar Situation" ] 


Lfext/ Malagasy nationalist leader speaks of misery, insecurity, 
thefts, black marketeering, discord and "massacres" 


Monja Jaona, doyen of the Supreme Revolutionary Council of the Democratic 
Republic of Madagascar closed the llth national congress of Monima 
Kamiviombio, his party, in Toliara (formerly Tulear, in the southwestern part 
of the country) the day before yesterday, with a very stern review of the 
country's situation, 4A? reported yesterday. "We live in misery and insecu- 
rity. Cattle rustling is spreading and black marketeering is expanding. 
Discord is developing and efforts are made to stage a confrontation between 
the army and the people.... Both internally and externally Madagascar is 
undergoing trying times," the old nationalist leader from the south of 
Madagascar asserted, after 5 days of proceedings. 


Intransigently opposed to all successive Maiagasy regimes over the last 50 
years, frequently put in jail, convinced nationalist and supporter of 
Chinese-style popular power, Monja Jaone, who is past 75, also announced his 
candidacy for the next presidential elections. He will oppose outgoing 
President Didier Ratsiraka “If the Monima Central Bureau ratifies the 
congress‘ decision,” he stated. 


Monja Jaona also charged the current regime with favoring the preservation of 
neocolonialist structures and called for a true socialism, which would "re- 


place the haves with a people's dictatorship." 


In his closing speech the Monima president accused the National Front for the 
Defense of the Revolution (FNDR, the embryo of a single part and the only 
legal framework for political activities) of being "inconsistent," and the 
parties of which it is made "of having currently no power at all." 


According to Monja Jaona the "Boky Mena" (Red Book) of President Didier 
Ratsiraka, which defines the means and objectives of Malagasy socialism, and 
the socialist revolution charter of being nothing but "strategic plans in 
which different ideologies are intermixed and which, consequently, are doomed 
to failure." 
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"Throughout the year," Monja Jaona went on to say, "constant references are 
made to the ‘'Boky Mena,’ which is loudly publicized, whereas the reality of 
the daily life of the people's masses is to be the victims of cattle rust- 
ling, assassinations, misappropriations of public funds, and the destruction 
of the Malagasy economy, education and health care..." 


According to Monja Jaona the “efficient remedy" is the application of the 
"true socialist principles, which is the only way to save the crushed and 
bruised people and country," and to oppose divisive efforts based on 
ethnicity and neocolonialist maneuverings." 


The Malagasy Army and Gendarmerie Accused of ‘Massacres' 


Moreover, the Malagasy army and gendarmerie "murdered 65 people, whose bodies 
riddled with bullets were thrown into a mass grave," said Monja Jaona, presi- 
dent of the Monima Kamiviombio (Movement for Malagasy Independence, which has 
not deviated, and member of the ruling coalition) th» day before yesterday. 
He added that this took place on 10 May last in Ankera and Melamoty, 
straggling villages located some 30 kilometers away from Toliara. 


Jaona also claimed that "massacres" had taken place in other settlements as 
well and in the extreme northern part of the country, during the troubles of 
last March, in Sambava, Diego Suarez and Nosybe. 


"In the south, in Benenitra,'' the nationalist leader said, "42 people were 
shot to death," while 72 others met with a similar fate in Befan-Oriana- 
South, where "a teacher was murdered by the gendarmes last month." 


Monja Jaona, who comes from the same southern area of Madagascar and is 
considered the nationalist leader of the south, and his party rejoined in 
1981 the National Front for the Defense of the Revolution, which is now in 
power and which they had left in 1977. 


Monja Jaona charged "some reactionary military" with being the perpetrators 
of these murders. He cited as proof the fact that 50 of the 65 victims in 
Ankera-Belamoty were members of the "vanguard of the Malagasy Revolution" 
(Arema, the party of President of the Republic didier Ratsiraka), several of 
whom were locally elected officials. 

These "massacres," on the subject of which the authorities are totally 
silent, considering them to be “shameful for the country and the system," are 
frequently explained as "blisters" resulting from the insecurity which 
prevails in the southern areas of Madagascar. Rural banditry, cattle 
rustling accompanied by violence and looting in particular, is helping to 
maintain a permanent climate of tension between the forces of public order 
and the population. 
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MAURITIUS 


GOVERNMENT DIEGO GARCIA STANCE 
MB181426 Port Louis LE MAURICIEN in French 2 Aug 82 p 1 


[Text] Any question concerning commercial supplies for the base at Diego 
Garcia will not be the topic of discussion between the Government of Mauritius 
and Washington. This is the tough stand that has been adopted by Prime Min- 
ister Aneerood Jugnauth toward the United States, thus ending any eventual 
specualtion on commerical transactions between Port Louis and Washington to 
supply the military base at Diego Garcia. 


Asked by LE MAURICIEN to comment on this decision, Mr Aneerood Jugnauth, the 
head of state and of Mauritian diplomacy, was specific: "We favor the de- 
militarization of the Indian Ocean and we are against the American base at 
Diego Garcia. If we are fighting for the recognition of this principle, we 
cannot negotiate commercial transactions to supply the Diego Garcia base." 


The prime minister, who adopted his decision last Tuesday, sent a telegram 
the next day to Mr Chitmansing Jefferamsing, the Mauritian ambassador to 
Washington, asking him to convey the Mauritian Government's stand on Diego 
Garcia to the White House and, in particular, to Mr George Schultz. 


In the same telegram, Mr Jesseramsing was asked to tell Mr Schultz that it is 
now out of the question for the Mauritian Government to grant visas to Ameri- 
can officials who wish to come to Mauritius to discuss the question of supply- 
ing the Diego Garcia Base and to American troops based in Diego Garcia. 


The Mauritian Government's action preceeded by 24 hours the expected arrival 

in Mauritius on Thursday of a strong U.S. delegation led by an American colonel 
who will negotiate the purchase of vegetables, fruits and eggs for the Diego 
Garcia base. 


After learning of the content of the telegram, Washington sent a TELEX to the 
Americun ambassador to Mauritius, Mr Robert F. Gordon, informing him about the 
Mauritian decision. 


Doesn't the government's decision to stop the sale of vegetables, fruits and 
eggs through the marketing board to American troops represent a loss for 
Mauritius? To this question, the prime minister, Mr Aneerood Jugnauth, 
stressed: "It would not have brought much money to the country." 
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Faced with this new Mauritian Government position American authorities are 
considering negotiations with French authorities to purchase their products 


from Reunion. 


According to some circles, the question regarding the attitude of the Mauritian 
Government towards the United States is, will the Mauritian Government go 
further and call for the cancellation of Mauritian labor contracts in Diego 


Garcia. 


cso: 4719/1305 
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MAURITIUS 


VISIT BY REPUBLIC OF SEYCHELLES PRESIDENT RENE REPORTED 
Port Louis LE MAURICIEN in French 19 Jul 82 pp 1,5 


[Text] It was to the accompaniment of a nostalgic song, "This Is But a Fare- 
well," played by the police band, that the door of the small plane of the 
president of the Seychelles closed yesterday, bringing to an end a short but 
richly packed state visit. President France Albert Rene traveled from Le 
Reduit, the Plaisance airport, accompanied by Vice Prime Minister Harish 
Boodhoo, and on his arrival at the airfield, his hosts gave him a farewell 
ceremony which was more informal in terms of protocol than that on his 
arrival last Friday. Mr Paul Berenger was accompanied by his son Emmanuel, 
and other ministers too brought their children along, as if indeed to 
demonstrate that it was a family member which Mauritius had just welcomed, 
and that henceforth he and the representatives of his government will always 
be welcomed on Mauritian soil, just as the representatives of the MMM/PSM/OPR 
[Organization of the Rodrigues People] will be welcomed in the Seychelles 
with the warmth and hospitality characteristic of the island tradition. 


LE MAURICIEN has learned, moreover, that President Rene will also visit 
Rodrigues, and that talks between the president of the Seychelles and 
Minister of Rodrigues Island Affairs Serge Clair concerned that trip. 


A cooperation agreement has been established as the basis for future 
relations among the sister islands. A master agreement was signed yesterday, 
and a number of protocols concerning specific sectors will be signed within 
this context for the implementation of this cooperation. Another document 
was added to this agreement--a joint communique signed by the two government 
leaders, stressing the "truly friendly" and cordial nature of the recent 
negotiations and the "broad consensus" between the peoples of Mauritius and 
the Seychelles on foreign policy. 


Prime Minister Aneerood Jugnauth himself expressed great satisfaction with 
these negotiations in speaking to journalists when he introduced President 
Rene during the press conference held at the Reduit Chateau yesterday 
morning. 


Certain specific points were dealt with in the joint communique, including 
Sayade Maiha. ther discussions will be held on the issue of sovereignty 
over its fishing banks, but meanwhile, the two countries will jointly see to 
their protection and exploitation. 








On surveillance of the economic zones, the two countries agreed on immediate 
steps. 


In the trade relations sector, a senior official will be appointed by each 
country to develop and intensify trade. 


A joint request concerning a regional maritime shipping line will be submit- 
ted to the EEC by Mauritius and the Seychelles, with a view to a new study of 
the proposal. 


An Indian Ocean commission will be established for cooperation among the 
islands in the southwestern part of the Indian Ocean, following a meeting of 
the foreign ministers of the countries involved. 


The main event on yesterday's schedule was the press conference held by 
President Rene at Reduit, during which he answered questions from the press 
most skillfully. 


LE MAURICIEN: Following the attack on the Seychelles by mercenaries, and in 
view of the fears which the Malagasy regime has moreover expressed on the 
subject of efforts to destroy stability in Madagascar, and in the light of 
the interest shown in Mauritius by Pretoria and certain other powers, you 
will doubtless take up the question of security for our three countries with 
your colleagues, Mr President, during the coming mini-summit meeting 
scheduled for the chiefs of state and cabinet heads of Mauritius, Madagascar, 
and the Seychelles. What will your main proposals be? And is there a possi- 
bility of a security treaty among the three countries? 


President Rene: I think that there is a need for cooperation in all sectors, 
including security. This is not true only on the intelligence level, but for 
the very base of security. This is an issue which should be discussed in 
depth by the countries involved. It is hard for us to say at this precise 
moment what we may do. But where the Seychelles are concerned, we believe 
that there is a need for good cooperation. We will not be opposed to any 
proposal designed to strengthen the security of all the nations in the 
region. 


PRESS TRUST OF INDIA: In view of the positions adopted by India, in favor of 
a peace zone, among others, is there a possibility that India will be invited 
to participate in the mini-summit meeting which Mauritius, Madagascar and the 
Seychelles have scheduled? 


President Rene: I do not believe that the term mini-summit is appropriate. 
To answer your question, although I believe that India has a great role to 
play in everything involving the Indian Ocean, it is nonetheless true that we 
must see first to the rapprochement of the islands in the southwestern part 
of the Indian Ocean before going farther afield. For, in addition to India, 
there are other countries which should join with us. However, we must begin 
somewhere. The countries in the southwestern part of the Indian Ocean should 
first establish order on their own level. I believe very sincerely that 
India basically supports such an effort. 
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LE MAURICIEN: Has tourism in the Seychelies, and the economy more generally, 
recovered following the mercenary attack? Are you satisfied with the inter- 
national response to your appeals for aid in order to repair the damage done 
by this aggression? 


President Rene: The economy of the Seychelles is gradually recovering from 
that aggression. It will take time to achieve complete recovery, for in the 
realm of tourism, for example, confidence must be reestablished. Much can be 
done along these lines within the context of regional cooperation. Where the 
response to our appeals for aid is concerned, I am sorry to have to say that 
there has been very little. In fact, except for one or two donor countries, 
those which have cooperated with us in the past, there has been little 
reaction. 


THE NATION: Four of the mercenaries involved in the attempted coup d'etat in 
the Seychelles have been sentenced to death. What is the attitude of your 
government toward the death penalty? Would you be in favor of an exchange of 
those under the death sentence for the liberation of prisoners by the African 
National Congress in South Africa? 


President Rene: I must make it clear first of all that we have not decided 
anything yet, because the case is still before the courts, on appeal. Thus I 
do not think it would be appropriate to give our opinions on this subject for 
the time being. We must await the court judgment. Where an exchange of 
prisoners is concerned, this is a possibility we will consider if the 
occasion arises. But a problem would then be encountered: We have no dip- 
lomatic relations with South Africa. 


THE NATION: What steps has your government taken to reduce your dependence 
on South Africa? 


President Rene: In our view, the matter must be approached from the point of 
view of self-reliance. We also believe that the nature of our economy leads 
us very naturally to cooperation with other countries in the region, in 
particular the island of Mauritius. We have already taken steps: for 
example, instead of continuing to import chicken from South Africa, we will 
henceforth import it from the island of Mauritius. 


THE NATION: Does your government favor the winning of independence by 
Reunion? 


President Rene: I would be in a better position to answer this question if I 
knew that the people of Reunion wanted independence. 


ADVANCE: Do you hope for the appointment of trade representatives in the two 
countries? 


President Rene: Within the framework of cooperation, we want to appoint a 
commission on which all of the countries involved will be represented. As 
soon as this is done, there will be no need to appoint separate trade 
representatives. The commission will maintain close contacts among the 














various governments and will concern itself with the trade to be developed. 


LE MAURICIEN: We know that your country maintain. excellent relations with 
India. You have in particular very good cooperative relations with Mrs 
Indira Gandhi's government. Do you plan to seek Indian military cooperation 
for the security of our region? 


President Rene: I can tell you that the Seychelles are already cooperating 
with India in the military sector. I can only specify that we believe in 
this form of cooperation. As to the other countries in the region, we will 
attempt to persuade them to believe in it also. 


ADVANCE: There has been mention in various places of the possibility of a 
Mascarene federation. Does your country favor such a federation? 


President Rene: I must say first of all that one must mature before being in 
a position to adopt certain decisions. We have much to do first of all 
before envisaging any such possibility. We have many problems to resolve. 

We must see first of all to our rapprochement and come to Know each other 
better. Then the future will look out for itself. 


LE MAURICIEN: You are known worldwide as a champion of the natural environ- 
ment. Do you envisage cooperation with Mauritius in this realm as well? 


President Rene: Yes, there is much to be done in this field. But allow me 
however to explain that I am not one of those who believe that economic 
development should be sacrificed to environmental protection. There are 
obviously many things to be safeguarded and overseen, and in some cases, 
reestablished, and this applies to all countries, whether it be Mauritius or 
the Seychelles. 


WEEKEND: Will your country participate in the next Indian Ocean Games? 


President Rene: I do not know what has been decided on this subject. But I 
think that, within the context of our development and that of cooperation, we 
should participate in everything affecting the region. 


The representatives of the press in Mauritius made a point of thanking the 
president of the Seychelles at the conclusion of the press conference for 
organizing this meeting with the country's newsmen, and of wishing him "bon 
voyage." 


5157 
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MAURITIUS 





LABOR PARTY PRESIDENT DISCUSSES FUTURE PROSPECTS 
Port Louis THE NATION in French 18 Jul 82 pp 3, 7 


{Interview with Labor Party President James Burty David; date and place not 
given ] 


[Text] The Labor Party (PT) will hold its annual congress beginning on 5 Sep- 
tember, to elect new officers and relaunch its political activities following 
the 11 June setback. Mr James Burty David, president of the PT, remains an 
advocate of militant socialism. Here, in an interview granted to THE NATION, 
he discusses the prospects developing for a laborite renewal. 


[Question] The annual congress of the Labor Party has now been scheduled. 
What, in your opinion, are the goals you have set for yourselves within the 
party. 


[Answer] The congress this year will be of capital importance. It will involve 
not only providing the Labor Party with new officers and a new bureau, but 

also specifying its ideological orientation and the program for its struggle. 

I hope this will be a historic congress to the extent that the desire to return 

to the sources of the labor movement will motivate almost all of the delegates. 


The Labor Party must resume its struggle within a political context which is 
both difficult and different from what it has experienced to date. Relatively 
traditional methods should give way to allow consolidation of our ideological 
bases. We must admit that we have made very little of the ideological dimen- 
sion in an effort to adapt to events and even to compromise as the needs of 
the situation dictated. This last attitude should disappear from our ranks. 
Our socialist colors should be revealed in our analyses, our actions and the 
strength of our convictions. 


[Question| Mr David, you always speak of ideology and you seek constantly to 
situate the Labor Party on the left. Do you believe that militant leftist 
action is rerlly possible for you? 


[Answer] In fact, I have always stressed the ideological aspect of the Labor 
Party because I have felt throughout the years that our basic principles were 
losing too much strength. When I began militant action within the Labor Party 
at the age of 15, I was joining a militant socialist movement. This was the 
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political choice I made for myself when I plunged into the battle for indepen- 
dence. Gradually, I studied the historic progression of the Labor Party, and 
it confirmed my political choice. The founding fathers of the party truly 
chose the leftist sector for the pursuit of the labor movement. The class 
struggle, nationalization, trade unionism, the anticolonial and anticapitalist 
struggle, the socialist revolution--all of these realities belonged in the 
realm of the Labor Party. 


Gradually, the habits of government, compromise, slightly excessive familiarity 
with the owners’ class and various coalitions gained ascendancy in the end over 
basic principles. Ideology was relegated to a secondary level. 


I have always wanted to lead the Labor Party toward clearer, more precise, 
more convincing leftist positions. You see a political party is not like a 
social club in which diversity of principles and intentions is tolerantly ac- 
cepted. An ideological platform must unite the members of a given party, or 
otherwise they will rally on the basis of friendship, clan, community or caste 
loyalty. These are fragile and unacceptable links in politics. This is why 

I have always urged that ideology be the inspiration of our actions. 


[Question] You would place this ideology, then, on the left? 


[Answer] Absolutely. Our ideological roots are found in the leftist sector. 

I do not agree with Lindsay Riviere when he continues to hope for "rightist 
extraparliamentary opposition" by the Labor Party. If this were the trend 

to be anticipated after the September 1982 congress, it would mean annihilation. 


Yes, I maintain that the Labor Party must absolutely be situated in the leftist 
movement. Our history bears out this trend, and even if some compromises have 
led us to lose sight of our ideological identity, we cannot deny our origins. 
Our past weaknesses should not serve us as hindrances, but as lessons. 


The ideological fluctuations within our ranks have led us to lose consistency 
in our analysis and a sense of direction in numerous circumstances. This should 
never happen again. 


We must find the leftist path again for both historical and political reasons. 


[Question] Don't you think that the leftist sector today is too strewn with 
pitfalls? 


[Answer] Deceptively, this sector appears overcrowded. A number of organiza- 
tions emerging from the MMM are trying to take up leftist positions in terms 
of thought and a certain activism. The activities of the Labor Party should 
be more serious, more carefully thought out and better structured than those 
of other small groups. 


The MMM has already issued harsh warnings to the radical "factions" seeking 


to occupy leftist territory. They are regarded iike parties within a party, 
and thus neither autonomous nor truly serious. 
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it is obvious that the MMM has already taken over leadership of the center and 
that other organizations emerging from it would like to move to the left. This 
will not prevent the Labor Party from fully assuming its role as a leftist 
party. 


[Question] And what if some elements in the Labor Party were to refuse to 
align themselves with the ideology of the socialist left? 


[Answer] Their place would then not be within the Labor Party. We have an 
opportunity now to find the true path of socialism again, and I do not believe 
that the weed of deviationism should be allowed to grow along with the seeds 
in the leftist sector. 


There should no longer be laborites by accident. It is necessary to have a 
conviction of political commitment to the left. 


[Question] Do you believe that there are members of the Labor Party without 
ideological motivation? 


[Answer] I would not at all want to point a finger at any members of my party, 
but I cannot help but note that ideology has counted for very little in a num- 
ber of situations. This failing must absolutely be eliminated. The first 
motivation for membership in the Labor Party should be ideology. 


[Question] Why do you attach such great importance to ideology? 


[Answer] Without this working tool, no valid analysis is possible. Ideology 
is a powerful motive force for political involvement. I cannot conceive of 
any organized and serious political platform but one based on ideological dis- 
cipline. Without it, a political party floats aimlessly. It loses its helm 
and its fighting strength. 


[Question] Do you think that the Labor Party still has the will to continue 
the struggle? 


[Answer] I must tell you that I find the desire and the determination to take 
up the challenge in the vast majority of our comrades. We have had a number 
of meetings together and I have sensed a real enthusiasm for reorganizing the 
Labor Party on firm ideological bases and with new structures. 


I hope that those who are truly motivated by socialist convictions will triumph, 
in numbers, at the coming congress, in order to plunge into the battle with 

the force of the principles which called the Labor Party into being in February 
1936. 
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MAURITIUS 


AGRICULTURAL POLICY OUTLINED BY NEW MINISTER 
Port Louis LE MAURICIEN in French 16 Jul 82 p 5 


[Interview with Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries Kishore Deerpalsingh by 
Jean-Clement Cangy; date and place not given] 


[Text] [Question] You have just returned from negotiations with the ACP 
[African, Caribbean and Pacific] and EEC countries. Are you satisfied with 
the price obtained for our sugar? 


[Answer] We obtained a 9.5 percent increase in the sugar price. This is the 
greatest increase since the Sugar Protocol went into effect in 1975. Since 
this was my first mission, I am very pleased with it. Moreover, it provided 
me with an opportunity to take up certain matters with the ACP subcommittee 
prior to negotiations with the European Economic Community. The most impor- 
tant thing is, to be sure, the question of maritime freight rates, a priority 
issue for the ACP countries. The Sugar Protocol stipulates that the price of 
sugar should be defined on the basis of all economic factors. 


Now the freight issue was never taken into account. Thus this matter was 
raised, and some encouragement was obtained. A study of the maritime freight 
issue wil] thus be undertaken, and the results will be submitted with the 
negotiations on the sugar price in 1983-1984. There is without a doubt an un- 
just aspect to be corrected here. 


Moreover, on my arrival in Brussels, I was informed of the pressure being 
exerted by the sugar beet growers, and of a meeting which had been convoked 

to discuss the future of the Sugar Protocol with the beet growers' iobbies. 
This step is intolerable and is doing tremendous harm to the ACP countries. 

As a result, we made it very clear that the negotiations on the Sugar Protocol 
should be pursued between the contracting parties, that is to say the ACP and 
EEC countries. 


Finally, let us mention the meeting in Libreville last May, at which a study 
of the future prospects for sugar coming from the ACP on the comnaunity market 
was approved. In our view, there is a need to proceed rather quickly with 
this study. 
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Because of the pressure exerted by the sugar beet growers and the fact that 
Mauritius benefits from a large 500,000 ton EEC quota, we must be vigilant and 
safeguard our privileged relations with the EEC countries. Within this con- 
text, I invited Commissioner Pisani to visit Mauritius. He is a man who has 
good ideas but who functions within a European context. 


[Question] In view of the low price of sugar on the world market, competition 
from the sugar beet growers and the "high fructose products," don't you think 
that our overdependence on sugarcane should be reviewed and ou ‘arm strategy 
redefined? 


[Answer] We should have a clear view of the future of the country, leading 

to the question as to what this future is for Mauritius. Should we increase 
Sugar production by better techniques and new varieties? Or should we allow 
production to level off at the present figure, and possibly in the future even 
think of reducing it? There is therefore need for a study, and we hope that 
the commission to survey the sugar industry will contribute factors to help 
answer these questions. 


Let us adopt the hypothesis of a planned decrease in our sugar production. 

The question arises as to whether we will be able to honor our commitments, 
with regard in particular to the EEC, if our (decreased) sugar production is 
in addition affected by hurricanes or drought. Our EEC quota represents a 
guaranteed foreign exchange income. Underproduction of sugar also represents 
a drop in sugarcane byproducts. Personally, I am not in favor of reducing our 
Sugar production. On the contrary, I favor an increase in the yield of sugar- 
Cane per arpent through an improvement in varieties and cultivation tech- 
niques. And I think we should also produce a given quantity of sugar while 
freeing certain marginal land for other crops. 


Every citizen of Mauritius should regard the land as sacred. It is necessary 
to cultivate the space between rows, every inch of land. The island of 
Mauritius should be aware of this. I appeal to the sugar industry to make use 
of every bit of space. Moreover, there are cooperatives, small planters and 
sharecroppers prepared to cultivate this space. Discussions with the offi- 
cials of the Chamber of Agriculture with a view to drafting a plan toward this 
end have already been scheduled. 


[Question] What in your view are the conditions on which agrarian reform in 
Mauritius depends? 


[Answer| The political conditions exist. Our government program already pro- 
vides for some agrarian reform, which now needs to be implemented in fact. 

We agree that it is necessary to reduce agrarian concentration. The govern-—- 
ment plans to nationalize the land, and will see to it that it is used effi- 
ciently. Within the framework of reorganization of the cooperative movement, 
that movement is expected to take responsibility for this land with a view to 
optimal exploitation, under the supervision of the National Agricultural 
Diversification Corporation. Farm diversification and an increase in food 
production will remain in the realm of dreams if the necessary steps to this 
end are not taken. 
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[Question] How does the new government plan to deal with the question of 
agricultural diversification? 


[Answer] There is indeed one limitation--the available land. However, we be- 
lieve that there is much which can be done in the ag cultural diversification 
field. The government will move forward with the implementation of a plan for 
food production. 


No problem exists where vegetable production is concerned, while for other 
products, research is required. 


Let us take the case of the annual production of corn, which totals 1,500 tons 
at present, while our consumption comes to 15,000 tons. This consumption, be- 
cause of the livestock-raising requirements, is likely to increase. I do not 
see why Mauritius and Rodriguez could not be self-sufficient in corn. There 
is a certain problem involving the infrastructure, the processing plants. As 
a result, work must be done on this aspect. By becoming self-sufficient, we 
can decrease our dependence on foreign sources. 


Thus we need no defeatism! We must see to our "self-reliance."" Potatoes now 
represent a success story. Moreover, one might wonder why, if we produce 
tomatoes, tomato paste is imported. In this connection as well, there is a 
problem of the infrastructure which must be established. And we can do this. 
There are also many other things which we can produce. At the same time, it 
is necessary to control imports. When I think that we import canned carrots 
and beets--this is our greatest enemy. 


Let us not forget livestock raising. Should the Meat Authority content itself 
with its single task--slaughtering cattle? Should the import of cattle remain 
in the hands of the private sector? These many questions require answers. 

We must draft a master plan for livestock breeding. At the present time, we 
are seeing the gradual disappearance of small cattle erterprises. Such a 
situation is intolerable. We cannot allow our herds to disappear. Did you 
know that the number of small cattle enterprises has dropped from 40,000 to 
8,000? Vigorous action is urgently needed in this sector. 


[Question] What will be done where the revalorization of sugarcane byproducts 
is concerned? 


[Answer] Bagasse and molasses represent resources. It cannot be denied that 
sugarcane byproducts will become as important as the main product itself in 
the future. The experience of the sugar mill in Medine where the production 
of electricity using bagasse is concerned is useful in this connection. Ob- 
viously, all of this requires investments which will become profitable in 
time. It is important to plan the future today. Will we continue to sell our 
molasses on the world market at laughable prices, waiting until the oil wells 
are exhausted before taking the necessary steps? In this connection, we can 
see the full importance of the establishment of the Sugar Byproducts Corpora- 
tion. It is a question of promoting the rational use of molasses, bagasse and 
other refuse and sugarcane tops. 
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[Question] The tea industry is in perpetual crisis. Do you plan to reorgan- 
ize the situaticn in this sector? 


(Answer! It is true, the tea sector is ailing badly. If energetic steps are 
not taken, it will disappear. The preceding regime acted neglectfully in 
allowing the situation to deteriorate to the extent that we have almost 
reached the point of no return. One of the steps to be taken is the reorgani- 
zation cf the Tea Development Authority, which is not playing the role it 
should. The situation there has deteriorated so that its coffers are taking 
in enly 25 million rupees in income as compared with expenditures of 81 
million. The government has therefore granted this sector a subsidy of 36 
millicn rupees. It is obvious that such a situation cannot be allowed to con- 
tinue. It is necessary to "rethink" it completely. While undertaking re- 
valorization of the tea plantations, is it necessary to make judicious use of 
this abandoned land? The government has asked a team of FAO consultants to 
undertake a study of the country's soils, in order to establish which ones are 


suitable for what crops. 
[Question] Will incentives be offered to encourage food production? 


[Answer] Where food production is concerned, a master plan is to be .afted 
such as to permit the Marketing Board to play its basic role under the super- 
vision of the National Agricultural Diversification Corporation. Self-suffi- 
ciency will be the ultimate goal of this plan. It will also encourage plant- 
ers to cultivate certain crops about which they are hesitant. In this connec- 
tion, a study should be undertaken to establish the reasons for planters' 
reticence about certain crops, and the possibility of establishing future in- 
centives for them. 


[Question] The fishing sector has always been viewed as a poor cousin. How 
does the new government plan to revitalize this sector? 


[Answer] The island of Mauritius, along with Rodrigues, the Chagos Islands, 
St. Brandon and Agalega, has considerable maritime area to offer. In this 
connection, it is unreasonable to import frozen fish from South Africa while 
we have stocks we are having difficulty in marketing. 


Fishermen were never given the consideration that they merit by the old 
regime. We plan to develop the fishermens' sector, so that they will be par- 
ticipants in the life and the development of the country. There is a project 
te relaunch the cooperative movement in the fishing sector drafted by my 
colleague Harish Boodhoo, the minister of cooperatives. The purpose is to 
give their dignity back to the fishermen and to develop fishing around 
Mauritius and the other islands. 


Moreover, we Cannot telerate the dynamiting of our lagoons and the overexploi- 
tation of our waters by foreign countries. Therefore there is a need to 
establish a framework for cooperation on the regional level with Madagascar, 
the Seychelles, and perhaps even the Maldive Islands. 
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MAURITIUS 


JUGNAUTH APPEALS FOR NATIONAL EFFORT DURING ECONOMIC DEBATE 


Port Louis LE MAURICIEN in French 21 Jul 82 ppl, 5 


[Text] The parliament concluded its discussion on Minister of Finance Paul 
Berenger's motion on the economic situation inherited from the preceding regime 
yesterday. In the absence of the minister involved, Prime Minister Aneerood 
Jugnauth summarized the debate, giving a firm address in the course of which he 
urged the population to make sacrifices at this difficult time, and stressed 
the fact that Mauritius finds itself forced to continue to work with the Inter- 
national Monetary Fund (IMF) and to respect the agreements the outgoing govern- 
ment made with that body. "Otherwise, we would be deprived of foreign exchange 
with which to subsidize our food needs." As a result, the prime minister urged 
the population to undertake the cultivation of food crops. "Every inch of land 
must be cultivated," he stressed, "so that we can reduce our imports. It is at 
this price that we can hope for a better future." 


Yesterday's session was also marked by the address delivered by Mrs France 
Roussety, the only opposition deputy to participate in the discussion on the 
finance minister's motion. She maintained, among other things, that Mr Berenger 
was perfectly well aware of the financial situation of the country prior to 

the elections, and she deplored the fact that he is trying today to push all the 
blame for the economic situation onto the shoulders of the outgoing government. 


Two other factors have contributed to this crisis, she said: the foreign fac- 
tors, influenced in large part by the increased cost of oil, and also the fierce 
strikes, reference to which brought up again one of the strong points in the 
outgoing government's electoral campaign. The prime minister himself rebutted 
her arguments. 


In all, 16 parliamentarians spoke in the course of the discussion on the eco- 
nomic report. The prime minister made a point of expressing satisfaction yes- 
terday with the interest the document submitted by the minister of finance 

has aroused. During the closing session yesterday, there were nine speeches. 
They were delivered by Messrs Jugnauth, Uteem, Clair, Dulloo, Nundalalee, 
Gokhool, Sobadar and Gayan and Mrs Roussety. 


The first speaker to participate in the discussion, Mr Madun Dulloo, deputy for 
Grand-Baie/Poudre d'Or, stressed that thanks to the economic evaluation 
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presented by the minister of finance, the chamber and the population in general 
is clearly aware of the economic and social problems of the country and the 
burdensome heritage left to its successor by the outgoing government. Accord- 
ing to Mr Dulioo, this document provides a point of departure for the rebuild- 
ing of the country. "Henceforth we will be familiar with the situation with 
regard to unemployment, the problems of inflation, increased consumption, stag- 
nation in manufacturing and agricultural sectors and the balance of payments." 


Mr Dulloo was critical of the outgoing government, noting that it never took 
the suggestions of the International Monetary Fund into account, particularly 
where bank credit is concerned. The preceding government, he said, depended 
too much on the credit advanced it by the Central Bank. It did not devote 
concern to reorganization of the economy in general, but proposed "piecemeal 
measures." Referring to the wage compensation issue, the deputy for Grand- 
Baie/Poudre d'Or stressed the fact that in establishing compensation, the sur- 
vival of an industry, job security and the creation of jobs should be taken into 
account. He referred to the foreign debts, and in this context asked the 
government to demonstrate caution when it needs to borrow from international 
financial institutions. He expressed the hope that the this will give 
priority to reestablishing our foreign exchange reserves. 


He also warned the government against abuses, particularly trips overseas by 
ministers and officials. 


When the statement by the minister of finance was televised Monday evening, he 
went on to say, it appeared that the government was giving greater importance 
in the next budget to the fiscal policy and monetary policy. "We are moving 
toward budget discipline which I think will conform to the suggestions of the 
IMF,'' the speaker stated. He expressed the hope that the government will en- 
courage savings and investments. Encouragement should be constant in these 
two sectors. 


Going on to deal with problems pertaining to the manufacturing and agricultural 
sectors, the speaker said that the report of the minister of finance succinctly 
describes the existing stagnation. The problems, he explained, are due to 

a lack of credit at a time when the need for such credit is making itself felt. 
In the agricultural sector, there has not heretofore been any line of action, 
any incentive, any facilities for the farmers. Small sugarcane planters, for 
example, complete their sugar harvest in December but have to wait 8 to 9 months 
before receiving the whole of what is due them, after payment of the sugar 
export income. The small advances made to them serve only to finance daily 
expenditures. The result is that these planters cannot invest in other pro- 
jects, which would make the creation of new jobs possible. It is Mr Dulloo's 
opinion that export income should be paid in one lump sum, and he urged the 
government to review the payment system to this end. He said that the money 
which is not paid to the planters is deposited in a foreign bank and brings in 
interest, not for the planters but for other institutions. He also asked for 

a tax exemption for farm equipment, loan facilities and selective control of 
credit. "With the implementation of these minor corrective measures, we could 
give the planters a new boost," he commented. 
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[he industrial sector is in difficulty because investors are given insuffi- 
cient encouragement. "We should also eliminate red tape," he stressed, while 
expressing his approval of the establishment of an export processing zone 
authority. Mr Dulloo said that the free zone is a part of our life and we 
should give it every chance to survive. In addition, we must see to it that 
investors are not confronted with "overheavy procedures." If wages and condi- 
tions are reasonable for workers, the development of the free zone is guaran- 
teed. In the same breath, he urged other steps to breathe new life into this 
sector: development of trade promotion and diversification of export markets, 
with a study of the potential offered by the Scandinavian countries. 


In conclusion, Mr Dulloo said that the three commands we should obey to guaran- 
tee economic recovery call for: (a) reducing the balance of payments deficit; 
(b) combating unemployment; and (c) working hard. ‘We must, however, decide 
who will have to carry the burden within the framework of this recovery. It 

is above all those with 'the biggest backs who must bear the burden," for in 
the past, the economically weak have been penalized the most. Now they are 
waiting for the government to devote special concern to them." 


The chamber then heard the address by Mrs France Roussety, the only opposition 
deputy to speak within the discussion of the economic evaluation, which, she 
acknowledged at the outset, is "the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the 
truth."' She was reprimanded by Speaker Allan Ganoo when, referring to the MMM/ 
PSM government program, she attempted to discuss the promises made therein. 

Mr Ganoo asked her to adhere to the central subject of debate, i.e., the govern- 
ment motion on the economic evaluation. 


Resuming her address, Mrs Roussety said that Minister of Finance Paul Berenger 
was perfectly well aware of the exact financial situation of the country. More- 
over, the fact that the country had already experienced two devaluations was in 
itself a clear indication of a sick economy. She said that she did not by any 
means want to take up the defense of those in the outgoing government termed 
"criminals," but she, on the other hand, used another word in referring to 

the minister of finance, which was unacceptable parliamentary language. This 
earned her a second reprimand, and without being asked to do so, she withdrew 
her statement, going on to say that she places no faith in Mr Berenger's state- 
ments about his ignorance of the financial situation prior to the elections. 


Speaking of a press report dated 14 June 1982 under the heading "The MMM 
Assesses the Parliamentary Situation," she quoted the following statement. 
"The next government will inherit a catastrophic financial situation." She 
also recalled that the joint MMM/PSM government program contained a promise 
to raise the lowest wages. Mrs Roussety was reprimanded a third time by the 
speaker, who reminded her that the government program was not the subject of 
discussion. 


Continuing with her speech, she voiced her concern about the tragic financial 
situation of the country, and taking a different course from the other govern- 
ment majority speakers, she maintained that foreign factors beyond the control 
of the outgoing government contributed to this situation. 











She pointed to the fact that "each time the OPEC members met, all the peoples 
of the world, and those of the Third World countries in particular, held their 
breath. President Nyerere suffered the consequences of international inflation 
and President Ratsiraka of Madagascar was brought to his knees."" Mrs Roussety 
stressed that she does not want to see those who were responsible in one way or 
another for our financial situation to escape punishment, if they deserve it, 
but she recalled that during the electoral campaign, the savage strikes by 

the workers did nothing to help matters. She also returned to the statements 
by the former minister of finance to the effect that we are dependent on the 
IMF. Who was prepared to listen to him them? It is not fair, she went on to 
say, to put all the blame onto the shoulders of the outgoing government, for, 
she reiterated, outside factors weighed heavily in the balance. 


In summarizing her discussion, Prime Minister Aneerood Jusrauth recalled first 
of all that the discussions of the evaluation of our economy were to serve 

to inform the population about the economic crisis in which the country finds 
itself. Weighing his words, he said that the present conditions are unprece- 
dented in the country's history--"the worst chaotic situation." Prior to pro- 
ceeding to the heart of his address, he congratulated the parliamentarians on 
their interest in the discussion and said that he had noted a number of con- 
structive suggestions which will be taken into consideration. 


Reacting to the statements by Mrs Roussety, who he said had attempced to prove 
that the former MMM opposition in the parliament was equally responsible for 
our presnt economic situation because of the strikes in the country, Mr Jug- 
nauth said that Mrs Roussety should have looked for the reasons which led to 
these strike movements. 


In the view of the prime minister, the financial situation is the result of the 
"economic boom" the country experienced for several years. ''The then leaders 
lost their heads. Imports increased substantially and were encouraged by the 
preceding government. There was talk of unprecedented prosperity and imports 
continued steadily. We know the consequences of such a policy: inflation was 
imported and the mass of money circulated within the country did nothing to 
help matters. People were encouraged to consume luxury products. A new con- 
sumer society was born," Mr Jugnauth said. 


"When we hear today that the workers had recourse to the strike movement, they 
cannot be blamed. [t is inconceivable," the prime minister added, "that they 
were unable to enjoy the unprecedented prosperity of which the government in 
power then talked. At that time, the situation was not so dramatic: the pub- 
lic debt was only about 1 billion rupees. The number of unemployed came to 
only 25,000, and the country was not at the mercy of the IMF." In the first 
budget speech in 1976, Mr Jugnauth recalled, the MMM opposition said that if 
matters continued to be managed in the country as was being done then, the 
consequences would be disastrous. "We were treated like children. We were 
told that we still had much to learn and that the country would never experi- 
ence devaluation," the prime minister said. 


"And even in the following years," Mr Jugnauth went on to say, "there was con- 
tinued talk of unprecedented prosperity, right up until a first surprise 








devaluation occurred. And even then, the minister of finance spoke of ‘tem- 
porary difficulties,’ refusing to acknowledge the truth. He concealed the 
truth from the people. The present situation," Mr Jugnauth went on to say, 

"is the result of poor administration of the country, waste and other scandals. 
There is no getting away from it, any serious individual would come back to 

the fact that when a country imports more than it exports, the effects of any 
devaluation are canceled out. 


"The new government does not want to follow the example of the outgoing govern- 
ment. This is why the policy of truth will be pursued. It is also its duty to 
avoid leading the country to brink of the chasm or to the point of no return. 
It is our duty to cure the sick economy with the cooperation of all," Mr Jug- 
nauth said. “After World War II, while it was still a colony, the island of 
Mauritius made the necessary effort to this end. I do not see why the people 
of Mauritius today would not take up this challenge," the prime minister stated 
emphatically. 


Mr Jugnauth went on to say that “on the basis of the agreements reached in 

the past by the outgoing government with the IMF and the World Bank, we will 
still be bound to these two bodies. If the conditions imposed by the IMF are 
not met, we will be deprived of foreign exchange. And this would mean that 

we would not be in a position to purchase food and we would then experience 
famine. We are thus forced to respect these conditions, and these conditions 
are harsh."'" This is why Mr Jugnauth insistently urged the people of Mauritius 
to focus their efforts on increased productivity and efficiency. "The people 
of Mauritius must change their habits in all realms, even where energy and 
food habits are concerned." He appealed to the people to see to the cultiva- 
tion of every last inch of land. "I hope that each individual will do his 
best to engage in the raising of vegetables, so that we can reduce our imports. 
It is at the price of sacrifice that we can hope for a better future," he said 
in conclusion. 
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MAURITIUS 


PRC AIRPORT FUNDS TO BE USED TO MODERNIZE PLAISANCE 
Port Louis L'EXPRESS in French 29 Jul p 1 


[Report: "The Rs 175 Million Loan Granted by the PRC Will Be Used to 
Modernize Plaisance" ] | 


[Text] The loan of Rs 175 million, which was granted by the Chinese govern- 
ment in 1972 to the previous government for the construction of the Plaines 
des Roches Airport will be used by the new government to modernize the 
Plaisance Airport. This was the request currently submitted to the PRC by 
the new government. 


The decision was made public yesterday by Prime Minister Aneerod Jugnaut* 
during the signing of a protocol extending the 1972 agreement on a Rs 175 
million loan and postponing its repayment. 


While expressing the gratitude of the Maurician government for extending ° 
period of utilization of the interest-free loan, the prime minister empha- 
sized that due to inflation and other economic factors the generous loan 
would be insufficient to complete the initial project. With the agreement of 
the Beijing government, the government intends to use the loan for the deve- 
lopment of the necessary infrastructure of the Plaisance Airport. He said to 
this effect that "My government is therefore looking forward, with the kind 
acquiesence of the government of the People's Republic of China, to construct 
appropriate infrastructures which will consolidate and modernize our existing 
airport at Plaisance." 


The loan will be repaid between 1 July 1997 and 30 June 2007 in annual 
installments of one tenth of the loan. 


Nevertheless, the prime minister announced that before undertaking the pro- 
ject, Chinese and Maurician technicians would determine its viability, so 
that it may be carried out within the period of the loan's extention. 


A French report completed by Mr Thilloux in 1981 stipulates that equipment 
totalling RS 25 million will have to be purchased. 


Mr Millet, from the Paris Airport, who had conducted a study of the Plaisance 


Airport, had emphasized the need for a new control tower, the existing one 
being a hazard to aerial navigation. He called for the elaboration of a 


ho 








master plan. The Cooperation Assistance Fund (FAC) was willing to subsidize 
the study. At a meeting held on 10 November 1981 the Central Economic Coope- 
ration Bank (CCCE) had agreed in principle to finance the reasphalting of the 
runway, the purchasing of equipment and the construction of a control tower 

at a total cost of Rs 55 million. 


On the other hand, British aid will be also sollicited for the renovation of 
Plaisance. The entire question of financing some of the work on modernizing 
the Plaisance Airport will be discussed with a delegation of the Overseas 
Development Administration (ODA), which is expected to arrive in the country 
at the end of August. 


The construction of a new airport terminal is planned as well at a cost of 
approximately Rs 400 million. 


The cargo warehouse as well will have to be enlarged together with some other 
premises (garage, workshop, etc.). The cost of this project would be about 
Rs 30 million; the extention of the runway, its reinforcement and the 
building of a new road and installations would total about Rs 455 million. 


The projections related to these improvements in the airport infrastructure 
at Plaisance call for the handling of 750,000 passengers and 25,000 tons of 
freight as against 410,000 passengers and 7,200 tons of freight in 1981. 
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MAURITIUS 


PROSPECTS FOR NATIONAL CULTURE DESCRIBED BY NEW MINISTER 
Comments by Poonoosamy 

Port Louis LE MAURICIEN in French 20 Jnl 82 p 5 

Lkrticle by Judex Acking/ 


[Text] Mr Ramachandra Poonoosamy, one of the youngest cabinet members, has 
been assigned the duties of minister of arts, cultural affairs and leisure. 
Nothing, at least this is our hope, will be the same as before within the con- 
text of these three very interrelated and problematical activities so essen- 
tial to the economy and politics. The ambitious and necessary projects set 
forth by the minister in our interview and the situation, as he assesses it, 
within the sociopolitical context resulting from the "revolutionary 11 June 
vote'' require the participation of ail if they are to be implemented, if all] 
that has to do in the short and long run with and contributes to the consoli- 
dation of Mauritian culture is also to lead toward development. 


[Question] What would be your definition of the Mauritian culture? 


[Answer] The Mauritian culture has its sources in Asia, India in particular, 
in Europe, above all] France and Great Britain, in Africa and the islands. 
There is a process of selection from all of these trends with a view to the 
flowering of the Mauritian personality. A truly Mauritian culture is born of 
and develops from this blend. Thus it already exists and only needs to be 
shared, promoted and developed. There are basically Mauritian values and 
attitudes. They need to be shared, which is the reason for my open—handed 
motto: Give and receive, for every culture must be dynamic. 


[Question] Culture also involves the status of the two national languages, 
Creole and Bhojpuri. What will be done to encourage them, teach them, etc.? 


[Answer] It is obvious that these two popular languages have an important 
role to play within the context of cultural development. Historically, they 
have been the languages of the exploited, and therefore repressed, people. 

As to encouraging them, our government is talking of giving them free rein in 
the parliament, on radio, television and elsewhere. That having been said, 

it should be noted that Creole has already come a long way, by itself, I would 
say, without the pursuit of a policy. No one would dare to disdain it, much 
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less the literary and other forms of expression which utilize it. I would 
say, finally, that these two languages are traditional and popular but above 
al! living languages. Thus they will be taught on the primary and secondary 
levels, but in other circles as well. Scientific study will be undertaken 
within the faculty of languages. 


[Question] What will be the fate of the Mahatma Gandhi Institute (MGI)? 


[Answer] Before considering that, let us examine another factor. The Indian 
faction has played a very large role in the formation of our culture and our 
national character. The Mahatma Gandhi Institute can serve as an extra- 
ordinary means of promoting and promulgating the Indian culture. We therefore 
intend to maintain the specificity of this institute. However, there will be 
a new orientation, with emphasis on the decentralization of its activities. 

In this connection, the MGI Act will be amended. Retention of the Indian 
orientation of the institute will remain, let us note, within the context of 
the promotion, safeguarding and sharing of our cultural heritage.* Its activ- 
ities will not be characterized by isolation, but participation in a whole, 
for we plan to extract the maximum from the other structures, both present and 
future, to which I will refer when I discuss cultural incentives. 


[Question] There is also the issue of establishing a "Sant Kiltirel Morisie." 


[Answer] Cultural interaction will in fact justify the establishment of such 
a center, the purpose of which will be to implement a training and study 
policy. Thus it will give rise to a national performing troupe and a national 
orchestra in which all forms of music will be represented. A film division 
will also be established therein. We will also provide for popularization, 
promotion and training in the widest variety of disciplines--photography, 
dance, drama, music, song, crafts. 


[Question] What can readers and writers expect of the new regime? 


[Answer] We have said that we want to democratize the various forms of cul- 
ture. Thus we will see, within the context of the next budget, how the burden 
on readers of imported and domestic books and periodicals can be lightened. 
We also want to help authors in the printing and publishing of their works. 
We will begin by putting the Indian Ocean Publishing House (Editions de 
l'ocean Indien), in which the government owns 55 percent of the stock, in 
order again. The administration will submit a draft law to provide real pro- 
tection for authors' rights both on literary products and all scientific in- 
ventions. But at this stage, I cannot say to what extent the government will 
provide effective aid to literary and other creative workers. We are working 
with the Ministry of Education on planning optimal utilization of the present 
printing and publishing facilities (MGI, MIE [Mauritius Institute of Educa- 
tion], Government Printing Office, etc.), and our aid policy will be included 
in that plan. However we cannot say anything at the present about what this 
will be like in practice. 


[Question] If such aid is provided, would the state exercise the right of in- 
spection when it comes to the content of the works? 
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/Answer| We have no desire at all for a state control of culture. It is my 
opinion that cultural creativity is incompatible with any form of censorship. 
But we have limitations, as does any society. Thus censorship will continue 
to be exercised for the theater and cinema. But the government will leave 
literary works--novels, poetry, history, etc.--alone. As I stated recently 
on the publication of the most recent bock by R. Quenette, writers have the 
duty to criticize the past, the present and what the future seems to hold. 


Body and Spirit 


[Question] Your ministry also deals with leisure. How will leisure activi- 
ties be organized? 


[Answer] The use of free time should be recreational, but instructive as 
well. All athletic, artistic and cultural activities in general can occupy 
leisure time. Their organization will be undertaken by the state, but indi- 
viduals and groups should assume their responsibilities. The government 
action will be oriented toward encouragement and aid of activities carried out 
without its intervention. Our encouragement will be based on voluntary effort 
and the use of paid staffs. It is encouraging to note that a number of citi- 
zens with various skills have already offered their services to the ministry 
so that volunteer effort can provide this encouragement. 


As to concrete aspects, we will launch a pilot project involving a limited 
number of JSS at the end of the year. In this connection, there will be 
structures designed for persons cf all ages, in terms of previously defined 
leisure time activities. My dream, and we will work to implement it, is to 
achieve a leisure time organization on the national and regional levels, after 
evaluation of the pilot project. Thus an entire family could go to the 
village or city school, or to the JSS, one afternoon, where the child would 
find suitably equipped workshops, the young person craft and athletic activi- 
ties, and the adult suitable activities, including literacy courses. I would 
also like to announce our intention of popularizing chess in these circles, 
because games which exercise the mind are as important as other kinds. 


[Question] How will our foreign relations, in terms of conferences, work- 
shops, etc., be affected? 


[Answer| We believe in the need for contacts with foreign countries within 
the framework of the various cultural changes occurring in the world, not to 
mention the knowledge and sharing of the values cf each individual country. 
The culture of the islands--and here I am not forgetting that of the Caribbean 
Islands, which is very close to us, from a number of points of view--needs to 
be known here. Also, we will encourage the participation of our people in 
such international gatherings on the intercontinental and regional levels. 


To the extent that government policy is involved, ministry officials them- 


selves will travel abroad. But for other types of events, we will gladly send 
artists, writers, etc., provided they are qualified. 
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From Neocolonialism to National Identity 
Port Louis LE MAURICIEN in French 21 Jul 82 p 5 
[Article by Judex Acking] 
* From Neccolonialism to National Identity 


At the beginning of the interview, Mr Ramachandra Poonoosamy undertook to 
assess the historic cultural development of Mauritius to date, and on that 
basis, to define the orientation of the new policy of this government in this 
sector. He made the following statement: 


"Our current cultural context is the result of a process of development which 
we witnessed in the colonial era and which has been characterized by a capi- 
talist influence. It is within this context that Mauritian society has devel- 
oped. Thus it is not surprising that our cultural reality has long been 
marked by the factors inherent in capitalist and colonial systems. These in- 
clude, for example, inequality, dependence, racism, injustice, elitism and 
sectarianism. 


"In these past 14 years of neocolonial government, the official cultural 
policy has been quite obviously influenced by the same factors, with the re- 
sulting import of cultural elements and a tendency toward the imposition of 
their assimilation, to the detriment of cultural development based on and in- 
spired by the Mauritian reality; manipulation of our cultural traditions, 
values and resources to serve class interests; and negligence, if not ig- 
norance, of creativity on the level of the masses, and the workers in par- 
ticular. 


"In rejecting the old neocolonial regime by their revolutionary vote on 
11 June, the people of Mauritius expressed their ardent desire to work toward 
life in a new society. 


"In order to satisfy this legitimate aspiration, and taking our multilingual 
and multicultural nature into account, the government will work toward devel- 
oping a truly Mauritian culture based on the following needs: to preserve and 
enccurage our ancestral traditions, our values and the resources of our cul- 
tural heritage; to consclidate the national identity and awareness; and to 
contribute to and enrich our culture on the basis of the world cultural pro- 
cesses and changes, above all through the historically privileged links with 
Asia, Africa, Europe and the sister islands. 


"The basic principles which will underlie our cultural policy are consistent 
with the government's development philosophy, which seeks to encourage dia- 
logue, participation, decentralization and the democratization of culture. 

In so doing, this policy will work, on the one hand, toward the elimination 

of the double dichotomy which exists between the elite and the masses and be- 
tween the cities and the villages, and on the other hand, toward the equality 
necessary for harmonious development which will do away with prejudice, in- 
tcelerance and hegemonic cultural tendencies. We must achieve mutual under- 
standing and joint enrichment through the various contributions of our cul- 
tural heritage, and finally, what I would call "cultural self-reliance," based 
on the creative genius of our artists and other creative skills on the nation-—- 
al and local levels." 
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MAURITIUS 


MINISTER OF RODRIGUES ISLAND AFFAIRS VOICES VIEWS 
Port Louis LE MAURICIEN in French 10 Jul 82 pp 1, 4 


[Text] Mr Serge Clair held his first press conference yesterday as minister 
of Rodrigues Island affairs to discuss development projects for the island, 
work on some of which will be started before the end of this year. The minis- 
ter reasserted his determination to develop Rodrigues, taking into account the 
aspirations of the people of the island, who favor greater autonomy for 
Rodrigues within the Mauritian nation and full expression of "solidarity with 
the national minorities in the Indian Ocean region."" The projects which will 
be undertaken this year are pursuant to a survey made of the earlier achieve- 
ments. They, as well as the projects, are described in a document which will 
soon be distributed to the various ministries with a view to coordinating the 
efforts of all government departments such as to advance the development of 
Rodrigues. 


In a first phase, he announced, the government will take action with regard 

to the administrative situation on Rodrigues, by providing more agreeable 
working conditions for some 6,000 government employees so that they will be 
more efficient. Changes will be made in the administration of Rodrigues so 
that the millions being spent on administration can generate other millions. 

A complete reorganization of the various departments functioning on Rodrigues 
will be undertaken to give those in charge greater freedom of action and allow 
them to demonstrate more initiative. The existing system makes mere executors 
ef these officials, who are controlled by a resident commissioner with full 
powers, who is feared by everyone. There is a total lack of leadership within 
the existing structures. Thus Mr Clair wants to take advantage of the enthu- 
siasm generated by the 11 June change to establish new management, not only 
for the sponsoring ministry but also in the departments under its jurisdiction 
and on Rodrigues. 


The priority tasks awaiting the minister are the relaunching of the agricul- 
tural and fishing sectors, the creation of small enterprises and the training 
both of officials and the citizens of Rodrigues themselves. In this connec- 
tion, a placement bureau will soon be established on Rodrigues, to deal with 
underemployment, as will a branch of the Ministry of Commerce and Industry, 
which will control prices, and an education unit to provide adult education. 
The largest task, however, remains the establishment later this same year of 
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an island council, which will be provided with structures to enable it to deal 
with customs transactions, to undertake the accounting for the Rodrigues 
budget (direct and indirect taxes, allocation of permits of all kinds, etc.), 
to gather statistics in various sectors and to concern itself with the forma— 
tion of capital obtained from Rodrigues itself. 


Within this context, Mr Clair and the tecnnicians at his ministry will meet 
with the attorney general and stock ma_ket officials to discuss this island 
council's structures, since the main problen in implementing this proposal 
lies in the fact that the levels of authority in Rodrigues are basically in 
the public sector. Thus it is necessary to decide whether the island council 
will initially be solely made up of appointed officials or if the members will 
be elected, and in the latter case, whether the government employees who 
would like to run as candidates can be nominated by a party or not. 


Where the projects already identified are concerned, Mr Clair announced that 

a delegation from the European Development Fund (EDF) will visit Mauritius 
early next year. This delegation, accompanied by technicians from the 
Ministry of Rodrigues Island Affairs, will travel to the island to study the 
choice of sites for the launching of an integrated farm development program 

to which the EDF will contribute 33 million rupees in financing. This project 
will include the building of a farm administration center, among other things. 


Two other delegations will visit Rodrigues next month, one representing the 
Cultural and Technical Cooperation Agency (ACCT), which will make a field 
study of the methods for a reafforestation project, and another will deal with 
adult education. In addition, the Aid and Cooperation Fund (FAC) established 
by the French government will launch a census project, which will be linked 
with a survey of arable land and that which can be used for construction, 
establishing small industries, raising animal feed and developing pastureland. 
This FAC mission, accompanied by officials from the Ministry of Fisheries, 
will study the building style for the new Rodrigues Fishermens' Center. 


Other projects under study include the installation of a dozen pumps to make 
use of underground waters, the laying of pipe so that dam water can be used 
for irrigation, the installation of a radio relay station and the building of 
a small studio for a community television station, the building of a corn- 
drying and n iling station with the aid of the German government, and the 
gradual extension of the electrical network to all the villages on Rodrigues. 


Mr Clair also announced that he will travel next week to Agalega and St. 
Brandon, in order to study the problems of these islands on the spot. He will 
then submit a report to the government so that the priority projects for the 
development of these islands can be defined. 
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MOZAMBIQUE 


BRIEFS 


OIL, MILITARY AGREEMENTS WITH LIBYA--Maputo, August 7--Mozambique will get 
cheap Libyan oil and military aid under agreements signed in Tripoli this 
week by visiting Mozambican President Samora Machel, the official Mozambican 
news agency said. Until the outbreak of the Gulf war, Iraq sold Mozambique 
oil at a special "solidarity" price. Since then, Mozambique has bought its 
oil from Saudi Arabia at a total cost believed to be equal to nearly two- 
thirds of Mozambique's total export earnings. The five agreements signed in 
Tripoli, details of which were hitherto undisclosed, spelled out possibili- 
ties for increased trade, the establishment of a joint investment company and 
military cooperation, the agency said. There was no information on the mili- 
tary agreement, Mozambique's second with an African country. Earlier this 
year, Mozambique and Tanzania signed an agreement for Tanzanian Army instruc- 
tors to come to Mozambique. (A.F.P.) [Text] [Paris AFRICA AFP in English 
10 Aug 82 p 21] 


CAPTURED MILITARY EQUIPMENT--Maputo, July 31--The Mozambican Army yesterday 
displayed military equipment it said was recovered last week from a South 
African reconnaissance unit that had set up camp inside Mozambique. The unit 
was said to have retreated back across the border when Mozambican soldiers 
arrived. The equipment shown to reporters at Boane military barracks near 
Maputo included a pistol with silencer, three pairs of binoculars, two cam- 
eras, two radio teiephones, a quantity of South African and U.S.-made field 
rations and medical supplies, and spare ammunition clips for automatic rifles. 
A military spokesman, Lieutenant Brito Amade Faque, said there was a brief 
clash with the South Africans as they broke camp and fled on foot towards the 
frontier. The incident follows reports of frequent South African overflights 
in the border region. (A.F.P.) [Text] [Paris AFRICA AFP in English 3 Aug 
82 p 22] 
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NIGER 


PAPER ON IMPORTANCE OF ISLAMIC MEETING 
AB221300 Niamey Domestic Service in French 1200 GMT 22 Aug 82 


[Press review] 

[Text] Writing under the heading "Necessary Unity," our national daily, 
LE SAHEL, this morning welcomes all our Muslim brothers who have come 

from all over the world. The paper holds the view that the present ses- 
sion is taking place at the very time when Zionism displays another proof 
of its expansionist design. For what is taking place in Lebanon, says the 
paper, goes beyond understanding. The paper adds: The Chadian [as heard] 
drama is also the drama of the Arab-Muslim world and of all peace and 
justice-loving people. 


In the face of that situation the paper wonders: Should one not express 
the hope that the Muslim world will react in unison and with firmness? 
Answer: As President Kountche put it, the Muslim world needs its unity 

in order to counter the sinister designs of its enemies and to take drastic 
measures to overcome the Zionist threat against it, as well as to liberate 
al-Qudis, Palestine and all occupied territories. 


Lastly, the paper reaffirms that for its part, Niger has relentlessly 
championed the sacred cause of Muslims all over the world and has always 
worked toward the liberation of al-Qudis. 
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NIGER 


ROUND TABLE ON HYDROCARBONS HELD IN NIAMEY 
Niamey LE SAHEL in French 8 Jul 82 p 2 


[Excerpt] By decision of the Ministry of Commerce and Transportation, the prices 
of hydrocarbons went up all over the country as of 1 July 1982. These prices, 
of course, vary depending on the regions. 


Following this decision, a panel discussion was held yesterday with newsmen from 
Tele-Sahel, the Voice of Sahel and the written press confronting Abdou Insa, 
director general of SONIDEP [Nigerien Petroleum Products Company]; Ibrahim 
Koussou, director of the Price Stabilization Board; Idrissa Mahamadou, acting 
director of the Price Control Office; Mossi Moussa, director of transport; Mr 
Abani, of the Petroleum Professional Group (GPP); and Hassane Mamadou, head of 
the administrative and financial department of SONIDEP. 


During the panel discussion, the journalists and the leading officials of 
services connected with hydrocarbons talked about the reasons for the price 
increases and made a comprehensive review of issues related to this problem. 


Abdou Insa, director general of SONIDEP, spoke first to justify the increases 
in prices for hydrocarbons. "Since January 1982," he said, "there has been a 
sharp increase in the dollar, which has resulted in higher transportation costs 
for the OCBN [Joint Benin-Niger Railroad and Transport Organization]. As you 
know, hydrocarbons are shipped to Niger by sea, rail and road. For. shipments 
arriving by sea, there is the cost of the product plus insurance and freight. 
Add to these costs the expense of railroad transportation from the port of 
Cotonou usually to Parakou, whence the products are conveyed to Niger in tanker 
trucks. The OCBN has had to increase its rail transportation charges by 20 
percent and its road haulage charges by 13 percent. According to Abdou Insa, 
all these factors combined determine the price of our products and with the 
upward readjustment of these costs since 1 January 1982, we have been forced 

to increase prices starting on 1 July 1982." 
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NIGER 


REASONS FOR SHORTAGE OF FUEL IN AGADE? NOTED 
Niamey LE SAK L in French 9 Jul 82 p 2 
{Article by Mohamed Madou] 


[Text] In Agadez, as in other towns of the country, SONIDEP [Nigerien Petroleum 
Products Company] has a fuel depot of very large capacity. The storage tanks 
can hold 1,220 cubic meters of gasoline, 2,840 cubic meters of diesel oil and 
100 cubic meters of petroleum. This is enough to meet all the requirements of 
the department in hydrocarbons. But everybody can see that there is a paradox 
in this situation. Although the SONIDEP depots are bursting with fuel, quite 
often the service stations have none. Such inexplicable shortages have occurred 
all year long. Disruption of fuel supplies have become so frequent that con- 
sumers are concerned and want to know the real reason for these shortages. 


And yet three service stations selling fuel have been operating for many years 
in the district of Agadez. Two of them in particular are always short of fuel. 


In fact, two of the three service stations in the town of Agadez are highly 
dependent on their head offices to make the necessary arrangements for the 
delivery of fuel. With the exception of one station, which enjoys the advantage 
of having its own fuel storage facility, the rest send their orders, accompanied 
by the corresponding payment, to their head offices in Niamey. The head office 
then submits the request to the management of SONIDEP which, in turn, sends a 
message to its Agadez branch authorizing it to deliver the requested amount of 
fuel. 


The service stations have no direct contact with SONIDEP since, as you have 
noticed, contacts are only in one @Cirection. Also, no delivery is allowed until 
the service station pays to the head office the full amount of the order. So 
what is happening? 


The station managers have resorted to the trick of waiting until they have sold 
their entire stock before placing a new order. From the time the order is sent 
until delivery is made, there is a lull of several days if not weeks. During 
those weeks, consumers go without fuel after having got it from the only 
station really in operation. To put it in a nutshell, the real problem lies 








with the station managers who have the responsibility of making sure that fuel 

is available. The way the service stations operate must be reorganized if they 
are going to provide the service for which they were created. For this purpose, 
there must be capable and fully motivated men who will improve the situation 
until a fourth service station is opened to increase the number of those 
already in operation. With another service station scheduled to open sometime 
this year, there will be more competition and the disruption in fuel supplies 
will become something of the past. 
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NIGER 


MARADI DEPARTMENT FORESTRY PROJECT COMBATING DESERTIFICATION 
Niamey LE SAHEL in French 6 Jul 82 pl 
[Article by Adamou Oumarou] 


[Excerpt] Desertification is a permanent problem and one cannot stop fighting 
against it. This problem has reached such proportions that the meager potential 
of our country's agriculture, fauna and forestry are in danger of disappearing. 


In its 1979-1983 5-year plan, the government, realizing how serious this problem 
is, has established as the first objective of our development policy to free our 
economy from factors dependent on nature. Of the various measures to achieve 
that objective, the first one is to develop forestry resources to provide the 
firewood needed by the population and to protect the environment. This is the 
purpose of the first phase of an agro-forestry project scheduled to be launched 
next October in the department of Maradi. The project, which was put forward 
following the annual meeting of cadre from the Hydrology and Forestry Depart- 
ment, will be funded by a nongovernment agency called CARE (International 
Technical Aid to Development). 


Accompanied by officials from the hydrology and forestry services and from the 
Planning Department, this agency visited various sites. After several visits 
to five districts, proposals were made in accordance with the specific charac- 
teristics of each area. For instance, in the district of Madarounfa, it was 
proposed to protect part of the forest in the North Gabi devastated by the 
Goulbi and to set up windbreaks. 


In Mayahi, the proposal was to plant trees 35 kms north of the town and to set 

up a windbreak. In Tegsaoua, to create village timber tracts. In Aguie, to 
plant trees individually and collectively, to set up windbreaks and to distribute 
Saplings free of charge. And finally, in Guidan-Roumdji, to protect the fields 
planted in dunes against erosion and to set up windbreaks. Of the areas 

visited, two locations had to be selected for the first stage of the project; 
these sites had to be the starting point for agro-forestry projects because, 
right now, CARE cannot undertake a vast program of action. That is why Aguie 

and Guidan-Roumdji were chosen for this phase, which will cost 13 million 

[CFA francs]. 
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Now, one must remember that the objectives of this project are to create a 
vegetation cover adapted to the environment, to increase the output and earnings 
of the farmers and to regenerate local species of trees that are disappearing. 
to achieve these goals, the project envisages the creation of tree nurseries in 
each selected location to grow nearly 30,000 saplings. The local population 
will do the planting with the assistance of agricultural cadres and tribal 
authorities and all this involves carrying out an information and familiari- 
zation campaign. 


Though of a modest scale, this agro-forestry project is important for two 
reasons; first, because it is part of a campaign to combat desertification (an 
increasingly crucial problem) and, second, because it should make the population 
know and understand the problems created by desertification, raise their level 
of consciousness and responsibility and arouse on their part motivation, support 
and voluntary participation, eventually resulting in totai commitment. 
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NIGER 


BRIEFS 


FRG FINANCING AGREEMENT--An agreement on financial cooperation was signed yes- 
terday between the Government of the Republic of Niger, represented by Mahamadou 
Halilou, acting foreign minister, and the Federal Republic of Germany, repre- 
sented by Dieter Dorr, acting charge d'affaires of the West German embassy in 
Niger. This agreement, for around 113.7 million CFA francs, is intended to 
finance imports of goods and services required to meet the current needs of 

the population. [Text] [Niamey LE SAHEL in French 9 Jul 82 p 1] 8796 


ALGERIAN GIFT--A check for 79.5 million CFA francs was presented yesterday 
afternoon by the ambassador of the Algerian Republic to the mayor of Niamey. 
That amount is the contribution made by the fraternal Republic of Algeria for 
reconstruction of the Great Market of Niamey which, as you may remember, was 
destroyed by a terrible fire on 30 March this year. On the occasion, His 
Excellency Najib Boulbina, the Algerian ambassador, said that the gesture is 
part of the policy of strengthening the ties of friendship between Niger and 
Algeria. In his reply, Garba Katambe, mayor of the district of Niamey, said 
that he was pleased to find Algeria among the countries that have expressed 
their sympathy in the face of our misfortune. This gesture, he toldthe Algerian 
ambassador, is further proof that in times of hardship gesture, one finds out 
who one's true friends are. [Excerpt] [Niamey LE SAHEL in French 7 Jul 82 p 1] 
8796 


PRC TRADE AGREEMENT--A Chinese delegation headed by Lu Xuejian, deputy minister 
for foreign trade and economic relations, visited our country from 29 June to 3 
July 1982. On the eve of the delegation's departure (2 July 1982), a trade 
agreement was signed at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation between 
the PRC Government and the Government of the Republic of Niger, represented by 
His Excellency Lu Xuejian, deputy minister for foreign trade and economic 
relations and His Excellency Daouda Diallo, minister of foreign affairs and 


cooperation, respectively. [Text] [Niamey SAHEL HERDO in French No 323, 5 
Jul 82 vd 1] 8796 
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NIGERIA 


"NAN' REPORTS ON VOTER REGISTRATION 17 AUGUST 
AB171959 Lagos NAN in English 1750 GMT 17 Aug 82 


[Excerpts] Lagos, 17 August (NAN)--Registration of voters continues today in 
different parts of the country. 


In Abeokuta, correspondents of the NEWS AGENCY OF LIBERIA [NAN] reported that 
people who turned up at registration centres had to wait for the officials. 


Some of the registration assistants interviewed complained of poor arrangements 
by the FEDECO [Federal Electoral Commission]. 


In Jos, none of the registration booths in the town was ready for the exercise. 


In Benin, the federal electoral commissioner in Bendel, Chief 0. I. Afe, said 
yesterday that he was impressed by the turn-out of voters on the first day of 
registration. 


Chief Afe, who personally supervised the registration of the state governor, 
Prof Ambrose Alli, and the Oba of Benin, told NAN that people had turned out 
early to register despite the fact that it was a working day. 


In Oyo State, more people turned out for registration at various centres 
today. 


As at 8:30 a.m., registration officials were already at many centres for the 
exercise. 


In Benue, the turnout which was poor in Makurdi, the state capital yesterday, 
was encouraging in other towns. 


Many people said that they had difficulties in locating the registration centres 
because there were no proper identification marks on them. 


At some of the centres, no registration officers were found, while those found 
in other centres complained of lack of working facilities. 


In Cross River, the police command said that it would not ban any public 
assembly, meetings and procession during the registration of voters exercise. 
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Registration centres in Calabar and Oyo still recorded poor turnout as at 
noon today. 


Eligible voters so far registered in each of the eight centres were less than 
30. 


There has not been any reported cases of malpractices. 
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"NAN' 18 AUGUST REPORT ON VOTER REGISTRATION 
AB181822 Lagos NAN in English 1630 GMT 18 Aug 82 


[Excerpts] Lagos, 18 August (NAN)--The registration of voters which began on 
Monday entered its third day today. 


In Port Harcourt, FEDECO [Federation Electoral Commission] sources said that 
there was a move to reach a settlement with Mr Nwbike Nwanodi and the NPP 
[Nigeria People's Party] on the court action instituted by the latter against 


it. 


The sources told NAN that a meeting held between both parties on Monday lasted 
up to three o'clock in the morning yesterday and continued all day behind 
closed doors in the house of the resident Federal Electoral Commissioner, 
Chief P.O. Warmate. 


Yesterday, registration officers from the local government areas of the state 
besieged the FEDECO office in Port Harcourt seeking to know the latest on the 
court action. 


Last week, a Port Harcourt high court ordered FEDECO to halt all preparations 
relating to distribution of centers for the registration of voters in the state 
until further notice. 


The electoral commissioner later told NAN that he had sent an urgent appeal to 
FEDECO headquarters in Lagos to approve the setting up of more registration 
centers in the state in a bid to resolve the stalemate. 


He said that decision to ask for more registration centers to correct the 
"imbalance' was reached at a meeting he held yesterday with the leaders of 
the six political parties. 


He did not say the number of additional centers that would be needed but said 
that the centers would take care of the complaint. 


Chief Warmate also said that he had mandated leaders of the political parties 
to decide on the location of the centers following complaints that the houses 
of some political office holders were being used as registration centers. 








He said further that investigations had begun into the allegation that some 
politicians had been recruited as registration officers to flush out such 
persons. 


In Jos, Governor Solomon Lar of Plateau said on Monday that the registration 
in the state would be valueless if registration and assistant registration 
officers were not recalled and retrained. 


He said that, unless that was done, the officers would create confusion among 
the illiterate voters. , 


Governor Lar said that most of the registration officers did not comply with 
regulations governing the exercise because they were not properly trained. 


He said that, if the situation did not improve, the whole registration would 
be invalidated. 


But the resident Federal Electoral Commissioner in the state, Alhaji Mustapha 
Ibrahim, said that all the registration officers were properly trained contrary 
to the views held by the governor. 


A correspondent of the NEWS AGENCY OF NIGERIA (NAN) who went round the centers 
in Jos Township yesterday said that more people turned out to register to the 
various centers. 


Reports from Oyo State said that the revision of the voters list continued 
today with a warning to party agents from the states administrative secretary 
of FEDECO, Mr Stephen Ajibade, who urged them to refrain from taking over the 
work of registration officials but only to act as observers at the registration 
centers. 


Mr Ajibade told NAN that any party agent caught disrupting the exercise in any 
of the centers would be handed over to the police. 


A NAN correspondent who visited several registration centers in the Ibadan 
Municipality observed that several people turned out for the exercise. 


In Owerri, the Federal Electoral Commissioner, Imo, Mr Nathaniel Adumanu, 
yesterday supported the extension of the registration period to enable officials 


to complete this exercise. 


NAN correspondents in Maiduguri said that the turn-out for the registration 
exercise in the Borno capital had been fair. 


The report said that 4 p.m. on Monday, between 70 and 180 voters had registered 
at every registration center in the town. 


In Gongola, there are reports that the turn-out of voters for the exercise 
had not been encouraging. 
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An investigation conducted by the NEWS AGENCY OF NIGERIA (NAN) showed that in 
Yola, the state capital, Numan, Jalingo and Jada Local Government Areas, only 
a few people turned up at the registration centers. 


Registration officials have attributed the poor response to lack of public 
enlightenment by FEDECO and the political parties. 


However, the administrative secretary of FEDECO in the state, Alhaji Muhammed 


Bappa, said that response was poor only in the newly-created local governments 
areas. 
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NIGERIA 


KADUNA RADIO ON VOTER REGISTRATION EXERCISE 
AB181920 Kaduna Domestic Service in English 1600 GMT 18 Aug 82 


[Text] Federal Electoral Commission [FEDECO] has been urged to suspend the 
current registration exercise in Kaduna State. Four political parties in 
state--the Great Nigeria People's Party [GNPP], Nigerian People's Party [NPP], 
Unity Party of Nigeria [UPN] and the People's Redemption Party [PRP]--made the 
call in a joint news conference in Kaduna today. Reading the text at the news 
conference on behalf of the parties, the former governor of Kaduna State, 
Alhaji Abdulkadir Balarabe Musa, alleged that the police and officials of 
FEDECO and the National Party of Nigeria [NPN] were committing large-scale 
irregularities and acts of aggression. He also alleged that the police and 
FEDECO officials deliberately refused to abide by the decision reached at the 
meeting called at the instance of the electoral body. 


The former governor said in Jama’a Kankara, Malumfashi, Katsina and Dutsinma 
local government areas and some parts of Kaduna Metropolis. The police and 
FEDECO officials have obeyed an order allegedly given by a top member of the 
NPN, Alhaji (Dahiru Meegana) to manhandle and arrest agents of the four other 
parties. 


The four parties then called on FEDECO to cancel all the registration exercise 
in Kaduna or face legal action. 


In another development, the Kaduna State secretary of the NPN, Alhaji Sulelman 
Osman, has accused the Imodu faction of the PRP and the UPN of frustrating the. 
registration exercise. He alleged that the poor turnout was as a result of 

the campaign by agents of the parties discouraging eligible voters from turning 
up for the exercise. Alhaji Sulelman complained of inadequate registration 
materials in several places. He said in some centers, FEDECO officials were 
either late or conspicuously absent. 


Another report from Kaduna State says an appeal has again gone to the FEDECO 

to extend the period of registration of voters for the next elections from [72] 
to 3 weeks. The appeal was made today in a statement issue by the publicity 
secretary of (Kagoro) Local Government branch of the NPN, Modake Jacob Ogoro. 
Mr Jacob contended that there was not enough publicity to enlighten the public, 
especially the rural populace, on the need and significance of the exercise. 

He said that the registration exercise did not start in most parts of southern 
parts of Kaduna state on schedule. 
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This, the publicity secretary observed, was caused by lack of registration 
materials, registration booths and nonchalant attitude of the general public. 


And in Kwara State, the publicity secretary of the NPN, Alhaji Seidu Obalowo, 
has alleged that the UPN has introduced fake cards of registration in the state. 
In a statement in Llorin yesterday, Alhaji Obalowo alleged that the UPN has al- 
ready perfected a plan to public registration of voters in the state to rig 
next year's elections. 


A report from Kano says the registration officer in charge of Kano Municipality, 
Alhaji Omaro Adamu, who is also the secretary of the Kano Municipal Local Govern- 
ment, attributed the slow pace of the exercise in the state to too much inter- 
ruption by politicians in the work of registration officials. He said there 
were cases of agents of political parties who assaulted ~egistration officials. 
Alhaji Omaro appealed to officials to only observe and report any anomalies to 
the police and FEDECO officials. 


Another report from Kano says the turnout at registration centers is gradually 
improving. Our correspondent, however, observed that women in [Purdah] were 
still not coming out for the exercise. 

The initial misunderstanding between FEDECO officials and those of the education 


department on the use of primary schools as registration centers has now been 
resolved. 


CSO: 4700/1750 


52 











NIGERIA 


BRIEFS 


SOKOTO CEMENT PLANT--The 111 million Naira cement factory of Northern Nigeria, 
in Sokoto has begun production after 15 years of inactivity. Reliable sources 
told the News Agency of Nigeria (NAN) that the inactivity arose from technical 
and operational problems. The Project Manager, Alhaji Usman Awandu, said that 
280,000 tonnes of cement was now produced daily at the factory. The company 
was initially set up in 1962 as a joint venture between the Federal Government, 
the Northern Nigeria Development Conipany and the defunct Northern Nigerian 
Government. According to sources, the company could not start production in 
1967 as scheduled "because wrong machinery was purchased and installed at the 
factory." An attempt to resuscitate the company in 1976 failed, because of 

a disagreement between the company and its expatriate technical partners which 
led to the complete stoppage of production up till 1979, the sources added. 
Two years ago, the sources further said, fresh moves were made to reactivate 
the factory and this enabled resuscitation work to begin in 1980. The factory 
is expected to be fully operational in 1984. [Text] [Kano SUNDAY TRIUMPH in 
English 25 Jul 82 p 16] 


LBRBDA RICE HARVEST--The Lower Benue River Basin Development Authority (LBRBA) 
is to harvest 2,000 tonnes of rice from its farms in Benue and Plateau States 
this year. Conducting newsmen round the authority's farm at Makurdi on Tues- 
day, the Chairman of the authority, Alhaji Hassan Mohammed, Ciroman Keffi, 
said the rice when harvested would help to solve food shortage in the state. 
Alhaji Hassan said the delay by contractors to clear the area for cultivation 
had contributed to decrease in rice production. He said the names of the 
defaulting contractors were now being conpiled with a view to terminating 
those found incapable and re-awarding the contracts to more competent contrac- 


tors. The chairman said fund was a major constraint in the operations of the 
authority. He said last year, only 12 million Naira out of the 120 million 
Naira budgeted for the authority's services was made available by the Federal 
Government. He however said despite this constraint, co-operative farmers 


State and other farmers in Plateau State were enjoying the 


union in Benue 

services of the authority like making use of cleared farm lands. He said 
farmers would be granted loans of 500 Naira each under the authority's agri- 
cultural loan scheme soon. Alhaji Hassan said i00 farmers were involved in 
projects at the Makurdi rice farm which cost 475,000 Naira to clear the land. 
He also said the farm village costing half a million Naira would be construct- 
ed by the authority for officials who would work hand-in-hand with the farmers 
on the project. [Mohammed Salau] [Text] [Kaduna NEW NIGERIAN in English 


31 Jul 82 p 13] 











LNG SURVEY--New Consultants have been appointed to determine the viability of 
the proposed liquified natural gas (LNG) plant for the country. The Chairman 
of the Nigerian National Petroleum Corporation (NNPC), Mr. Horatio Agedah who 
disclosed this exclusively to the Sunday New Nigerian in Kaduna at the weekend, 
said that the consultants were expected to submit their report to government 
before the end of this year. This is in line with President Shehu Shagari's 
statement in a recent press interview that a new agreement would be worked out 
for the setting up of a liquified gas plant to utilise the large amount of 
natural gas flared up annually from our oil wells. As revealed by the NNPC 
chairman, about two billion cubic feet of associated natural gas is flared up 
daily from the country's oil production system. However, not all of the gas 
is lost. About five percent of the total quantity produced is being used for 
industrial purposes by the National Electric Power Authority (NEPA) the Aladja 
Steel Plant and other industrial establishments, Mr. Agedah explained. Ex- 
pressing concern over reports of illegal tapping of fvel from the pipeline by 
unknown persons in certain parts of the country, Mr. Agedah said that his 
corporation has introduced a surveillance system aimed at forestalling any 
interference with the pipeline system. [Emman Vdoka] [Text] [Kaduna SUNDAY 
NEW NIGERIAN in English 1 Aug 82 p 1] 
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SENEGAL 





"LE SOLEIL' ON ISRAELI INCURSION IN LEBANON 
AB231247 Paris AFP in French 1103 GMT 23 Aug 82 


[Text] Dakar, 23 Aug (AFP)--In an editorial devoted to "the Beirut after- 
math," the Dakar daily, LE SOLEIL, (CLOSE TO THE GOVERNMENT) writes on 
Monday: "Israel, which claims total victory over the Palestinian resis- 
tance movement, has at most won a battle in circumstances which today 
render the 'victory' extremely bitter." 


"For its part, the PLO has in no way lost the war, even though it has re- 
ceived a very hard blow, and its prestige and credit is thereby strength- 
ened on the international front," LE SOLEIL adds. 


The paper holds the view that the Israelis, whose aim was "the final 
liquidation of the PLO," have failed in spite of all the assets they had 
at their disposal ranging from the guilty silence and inaction of the Arab 
Worid to imperialist complicity as well as the selfish prudence displayed 
by some powers considered so far as friendly countries." 


Condemning "Israel's quasimorbid furor at the inhabitants of Beirut," the 
paper further writes: "Already an impending justice is afoot: the Zionist 
monstrosities in Lebanon have generated a profound crisis within Israeli 
society, itself now facing the boomerang. The crisis is already causing 

a stir in the Jewish diaspora which is quite divided over the war in 
Lebanon." 
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SEYCHELLES 


COMMENTARY ON ROLE OF PRO-SOVIET CLIQUE 
MB190755 Johannesburg Domestic Service in English 0500 GMT 19 Aug 82 
[Station commentary } 


[Text] Amidst all the contradictory reports that have emanated from the 
Seychelles this week, there is one common denominator: the focus of the up- 
rising is the Soviet-supporting clique in the political and military admin- 
istration. A clique that obviously with at least implicit support from 
Moscow, had seemed to be on the verge of making its own takeover bid of the 
islands. Details of the motives are obscure, but what is clear is that the 
uprising was an incident in the power struggle that is being waged between 
moderate socialists and Marxists in the Rene government. 


There have even been suggestions that President Albert Rene was behind it, 
because of his fear of an imminent coup from the radical group against him- 
self. 


Despite their small size and population--there are only 42,000 people on the 
main island, Mahe--the Seychelles are a crucial target in East-West rela- 
tions. As a result of their strategic situation in the Indian Ocean, on 

the main oil route from the Persian Gulf to Europe, they have been wooed by 
both sides since even before President Rene's coup d'etat 5 years ago. 


At that time there were fears that the Soviet Union had made a breakthrough, 
and it did in fact attempt to establish a naval base there. President Rene's 
rejection of the request was the first step in a process of increasing 
estrangement of the pro-Moscow radicals in his government. 


The Seychelles' drift towards the East, and the apparent belated efforts to 
halt it, have brought popular dissatisfaction, resentment in business circles, 
and strife in the governing elite itself. 


There have been three attempted coups since the successful one that brought 
President Rene to power. In the past 5 years, 28,000 people have left the 
islands, and are now living in exile, mainly in Britain. The Tanzanian force 
that installed Mr Rene in government have remained, to enforce the dictates of 
the one-party state, and to occupy many of the most senior positions--not 

only in the army, but in the government as well. They have enjoyed the 
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political protection of Defense Minister Ogilvy Berlouis, a hardliner in the 
Rene cabinet, whose resignation was demanded by the rebels this week. 


The ambitious Mr Berlouis is also regarded as the driving force behind moves 
to nationalize what private companies remain on the islands. 


The backlash, whether from the president personally or from disillusioned 
Seychellois in the army, was inevitable. However it may have come too late. 
Mr Berlouis, his Tanzanian military corps and the Soviet Union's diplomatic 
complement on the islands, larger than that of the Americans and British 
combined, have a firm foothold in the key areas of political and military 
power. In the coming days, vital Western interests will depend on just how 
securely they have become ensconced. 


CSO: 4700/1785 











SEYCHELLES 


RENE POSSIBLY "ALLOWING ' COUP 
MB181001 Johannesburg Domestic Service in English 0519 Ghi 18 Aug 82 
[Commentary by Terry Benson in London] 


[Text] From what Mr Fairburn (defense counsel for mercenaries involved in 
1981 Seychelles coup attempt] and other commentators have had to say, it 
would seem that President Rene may be trying to rid himself of a hardline 
faction by allowing a popular rebellion against its leaders. The presumption 
is that he has been either unable or unwilling to get rid of the faction by 
more conventional means. 


It's been pointed out here that Mr. Rene has enemies both to the left and the 
right of his position. It's probable that Mr Mancham's former associates, 
and now in exile, who wished to restore the old capitalist dispensation, have 
been less of a threat than the hardtiners in government on the left who want 
to turn the Seychelles into another Soviet satellite. However unpopular Mr 
Rene's government is in some quarters, he has apparently refused to allow 

the Soviets to establish a naval base in the island and he's allowed an 
American satellite tracking station to continue functioning. 


Former President Mancham, himself, currently on holiday on Majorna, expressed 
no surprise at the turn of events. He is about to bring out a book on the 
islands, which, he says, have become a powder keg. 


President Rene made the mistake, in his view, of trying to secure his posi- 
tion by importing Tanzanian soldiers and deliberately encouraging factions 
within the army in order to balance one group against another. The upshot 
has been that he can trust neither the Tanzanians nor his own soldiers. 


Another political exile from the Seychelles is Mr (Bernard Verlarch), a 

former newspaper owner there who found iiis newspaper closed down and him- 

self cast into prison. He remarked that the revolt against certain officers 
is natural, as officers treat the lower ranks like dirt. Ordinary soldiers 
are mistreated and beaten up for the slightest offences, but the [words in- 
distinct] of the rebels are probably pro-Western, and would welcome a Western- 
oriented government. 
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It's thought deeply significant here that President Rene was on a small 
island some 400 km from the capital, Victoria, when the action began. That 
gives him room to return gloriously in response to the dramatic appeal from 
his own victorious rebels, or to disappear quitely from the scene if it's 


s2en the rebellion is fading. 
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SEYCHELLES 


JAILED MERCENARY PLAYED HEROIC ROLE DURING MUTINY 
AB230634 Paris AFP in English 0625 GMT 23 Aug 82 


[Text] Johannesburg, 23 Aug (AFP)--Martin Dolinchek, a South African 
mercenary jailed in the Seychelles for his part in an attempted coup there 
last November, played a heroic role on the loyalist side when army dissidents 
freed him this month, according to two Sunday newspapers here. 


Mr Dolinchek refused to join rebels who released him from the prison where 
he was serving a 20-year term, according to the SUNDAY TIMES and the SUNDAY 
EXPRESS. 


He risked his life to save several Seychellois loyalist officers, who the 
rebels held hostage and threatened to execute, the Sunday papers reported. 


After surrendering to troops loyal to Seychelles President Francois Albert 
Rene, Mr Dolincheck, a former South African secret agent, walked back to his 
cell, the papers said. 


The SUNDAY TIMES said five other South African mercenaries held in the 
Seychelles in connection with the abortive coup last year also refused to 
fight on the side of the rebels who demanded the purging of corrupt senior 
officers. 


The SUNDAY TIMES said the story of Mr Dolincheck's heroism was told by 
President Rene to Mohammed Afif, Seychelles radio news director. 
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SEYCHELLES 


'SAP'SAYS MANY MUTINEERS CAPTURED 
AB181506 Paris AFP in English 1500 GMT 18 Aug 82 


[Text] Nairobi, 18 August (AFP)--Loyalist Seychellois troops today captured 
the radio station, army camp and other strategic installations in the capital 
from mutineering soldiers without a fight, it was learnt here. 


The Seychelles Press Agency [SAP] meanwhile said that many of the people in- 
volved in yesterday's army rebellion had been captured, but others were in 
flight. The radio--back in government hands--was .alling for help in locating 
the fleeing soldiers. 


There was no immediate news of the 239 hostages the rebels claimed to be hold- 
ing, but it seemed likely that they had now been released. 


While the rebels abandoned the radio station and Union Vale Army Camp without 
a struggle there were reports that there had been heavy fighting around the 
port, communications building and main police station. 


During the combat ambulances were speeding backwards and forwards between the 
centre of Victoria, the Seychelles’ capital, and a nearby hospital, and it was 
feared that casualties could be heavy. 


The sound of mortar fire could still be heard in the city in the early after- 
noon. 


The reasons for the army mutiny on this tourist "paradise" archipelago were 
still not entirely obvious as the loyalists in the Seychelles’ peoples defence 
forces, backed by a contingent of locally-based Tanzanian soldiers, regained 
the upper hand after a night of suspense. During early broadcasts yesterday 
the rebels called for the resignations of some unidentified ministers and a 
purge of senior army officers. 


President France Albert Rene, to whom the mutineers pledged their continuing 
loyalty yesterday, was expected to address the nation later today. 


French ambassador to Seychelles Georges Vinson said in a radio interview that 
the battle for the port, a few hundred yards from his embassy, had invoived 
"fairly heavy fighting." 
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Mr Vinson said “it does not appear that the hostages held by the rebels have 
been freed." 


In Paris a reliable source said that a warship from France's Indian Ocean fleet 
was heading for the islands. The warship was believed to have been sent at 

Mr Rene's request, although official French sources refused to confirm the re- 
port . 


Earlier today a communique from army headquarters said that a small group of 
"irresponsible soldiers" had detained loyalists at the Union Vale Camp who re- 
fused to join the mutiny. 


The rebels, making use of the captured broadcast service, gave the impression 
that the whole SPDR [Seychelles Peoples Defense Forces] had mutinied, the 
communique said. But the peoples’ defence forces under command of senior 
officers had reacted immediately and always had the general situation under 
control, the communique said. 


The Seychelles News Agency that a 24-hour curfew remained in force. 

The 2-day mutiny was the fourth violent episode in the life of the Indian 
Ocean republic since independence in 1976. Mr Rene himself came to power in 
a coup soon after independence when he ousted President James Mancham. 

Last November a force of South African-based mercenaries bundled an invasion 


plan aimed at removing Mr Rene. Five mercenaries are still imprisoned on the 
main island, Mahe, four of them under sentence of death. 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


WHITES REPORTEDLY FAVOR BOTHA REFORMS 
MB190756 Johannesburg SUNDAY TIMES in English 15 Aug 82 p i 
[By Fleur de Villiers] 


[Excerpts] The prime minister would romp home with a strong mandate from white 
voters if a referendum were held today on his constitutional reforms. 


But most white voters believe that the plan should be extended to inclu ‘2 
blacks. Nevertheless a clear majority of indians and coloureds are prepared 
to play a role in the new constitutional dispensation to improve it. 


These are three of the most important findings in a nationwide opinion poll on 
the prime minister's guidelines for constitutional reform which was comuissioned 
this week by the SUNDAY TIMES. 


The poll shows clearly that there is a ceiling on rightwing resistance, with 
conservative party support stuck at a negligible 5.8 percent oi the white 


electorate. 


In sharp contrast, three out of every four voters either support Mr Botha's 
plans, or believe that they do not go far enough. 


An amazing finding of the survey, which was conducted by the leading market 
research organisation, IMS, is that, of those who believed the proposals should 


be entended to include blacks, nearly one in three said they were nationalists. 


Another is that 50 percent of those who said they supported the PFP [Progressive 
Federal Party] also said they would vote "yes" to the proposals in a referendum. 


The nation is deeply divided on the issue of a powerful presidency, with 40 
percent of the white voters opposed to it and 37 percent in favour. 


Most PFP voters, coloureds and indians don’t like it at all, as well as a 
nearly one in five nationalists. 


The country is equally divided on the exclusion of blacks from the proposals. 


Indians (85 percent) and coloureds (86 percent) would obviously like to see 
blacks included. 
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But so does a majority (46 percent to 41 percent) of white voters, especially 
in areas such as Johannesburg, Cape Town and the eastern Cape. 


Response to the poll showed that support would be withdrawn if the new dispen- 
sation failed to “deliver the goods" and offer them real participation. 


If it did not, the system would collapse in much the same way as the coloured 
persons representative council. 


One remarkable feature of the survey is the high number of people--one in 
five--who confessed to not knowing what the proposals were. 


This level of ignorance is astonishing when compared to previous political 
polls and suggests that Mr Botha and his cabinet will have to do a better 
selling job of explaining his constitutional plan to the electorate. 


The survey contains the clear indication that the "don't knows" do not lean 


towards the conservatives and that as confusion decreases more will fall in 
behind Mr Botha. 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


NAMIBIAN SETTLEMENT HELD NOT LIKELY IN NEAR FUTURE 
Capetown DIE BURGER in Afrikaans 16 Aug 82 p 8 
{Editorial: "The South-West Issue"] 


[Text] The date for the signing of a ceasefire in South-West Africa under 
the UN settlement plan dawned yesterday without so much as a mention that it 
was a practicable proposition. Yesterday's situation was actually merely 
confirmation of a fact that had been evident to all realistic observers for 
some time already: a successful, internationally acceptable settlement in 
South-West Africa is still quite a way off in the future. 


There are any number of reasons for this, but 1. tely there have been fresh 
serious misgivings about SWAPO's real objectives, although it is supposed 
to be one of the parties searching for a peaceful settlement. 


Even before implementation of a ceasefire that Marxist-oriented organization 
of violence was planning to assassinate democratic leaders in South-West and 
cache weapons, obviously for later use when they could carry out their plans. 
Those plans gave gloomy insight into SWAPO'’s recent aggressive actions, 
setting the stage for the large-scale punitive raid last week in which SWAPO 
suffered the loss of several hundred combatants. 


In addition to concern over SWAPO's real objectives, there is still a ques- 
tion mark behind tae other issue of great importance for all of southern 
Africa: the presence of Cuban troops in Angola. Evidently quite highly 
placed Americans share the view that the Cubans are there as part of the 
Kremlin's long-term targets further south, i.e., South-West Africa and ulti- 
mately South Africa too. 


Besides guaranteeing a peaceful settlement in South-West, it is imperative 
that the Cubans pull out of Angola for the sake of stability in all of 
southern Africa. But it is far from clear how the American government will 
manage this. 


At the moment the above questions are all-important in resolving the stalled 
South-West problem. All attention is riveted on them, but there are, to be 
sure, other things too that could hamper a solution, e.g., UN partiality. So, 
for the foreseeable future, a settlement in South-West does not seem very like- 


ly. 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


SOUTH AFRICA BLAMED FOR OTHER NATIONS’ TROUBLES 
MB200613 Johannesburg RAND DAILY MAIL in English 19 Aug 82 p 8 
[Editorial: "Putting the Blame on Us"] 


[Text] Recent incidents in adjoining states could cause serious repercussions 
inside and outside their own borders. This country cannot afford to ignore 
the fact that it is with these states that it must one day find an accord, or 
face a future of escalating hostility. 


This week a letter bomb killed Professor Ruth First--ANC executive, named con- 
munist and proponent of violence--in her university office in Maputo. An 
immediate response was to blame South Africa. Last week a bomb blasted a 
train in northern Mozambique, killing 14. Official "credit" was claimed by 
the Mozambique Resistance Movement, which the Mozambique Government insists 

is backed by South Africa. 


From Lesotho, in the wake of the killing of a cabinet minister by the under- 
ground Lesotho Liberation Army, comes the oft-repeated charge that South 
Africa is providing assistance to the rebels, The prime minister of 
Zimbabwe, Mr Robert Mugabe, has frequently claimed that South African agents 
are trying to destabilise his country. When military planes were blown up 

on an airfield several weeks ago there were dark suggestions of Scuth African 
involvement. 


Official Angolan sources regularly proclaim aggression by South African 
troops across the border. Almost as regularly, these claims are cursorily 
dismissed. Regrettably, sometimes they have turned out to be correct. 


We understand that it could be politically expedient for neighbouring states 
to try to put the blame for many ills upon South Africa. It is an easy way 
out. More than ever, then, it emphasises the need for constant public commit- 
ment to the official policy of nonintervention in the internal affairs of 
other states. This policy is--and always has been--an admirable one. It is 
the only one that can be consistently defended in the international arena. 


Unfortunately, we have to face the fact that ill-considered actions and re- 
sponses sometimes damage our credibility. For instance, the appalling mili- 
tary role in last year's attempted Seychelles coup did immense harm because 








it invited speculation about how serious could be the policy of nonterven- 
tion if senior military men thought it could be expanded to embrace assisting 


in a freelance revolution. 


The temptation to engage in destabilisation ‘actics may be strong for some, 
especially where neighbouring states harbour known enemies. This simply 
means, however, that the government has got to work twice as hard at pro- 
claiming its official policy--and be trebly vigilant in seeing that it is 


carried out. 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


POLITICAL DIVISIONS ANALYZED 
MB231111 Johannesburg SUNDAY TIMES in English 22 Aug 82 p 24 
[Editorial: "Now Mr Botha Must Make His Choice™] 


[Text] Every once in a while the electoral process throws up a by-election 
which provides a fairly exact barometric reading of a nation's politics. 


This week Germiston District confirmed what many perceived long ago: that, 
politically, Afrikanerdom is now utterly and irretrievably divided. 


Dramatically, the voters provided undeniable evidence that the conventional 
wisdoms which shaped our politics long after their validity had disappeared 
must now finally be thrown overboard. 


Mr P. W. Botha can no longer be in any doubt abovt the new rules governing 
the political game, nor can Dr Van Zyl Slabbert [Progressive Federal Party 
leader] be unaware of the fresh responses which will be required from him. 


Look at some of the readings on the Germiston barometer: 


--The CP [Conservative Party] has displaced the HNP [Herstigte National Party] 
as the authentic rightwing voice. It is only a matter of time before it ac- 
tually starts winning seats, and there will now be a powerful incentive for 
the CP and the HNP to climb into bed together. 


--For his part, Dr Treunright [Conservative Party leader] must decide 
whether his party will simply remain a kind of policy less political sump 
which collects all the odds and sods of rightwingery. So far he has been 
content to play a crudely reactionary spoiler's game. 


--The PFP [Progressive Federal Party] has already acquired powerful new 
political leverage and does not need to wait until a general election before 
implementing its balance-of-power strategy; if it had put up a candidate in 
Germiston, the NP [National Party] would have lost the seat. 


--The NP cannot now escape the reality of having strong opposition both to its 
lef* and right with a real possibility of the CP displacing the PFP as the 
official one. 








--The "lie factor" in Germiston confirmed that the NP leadership has become 
remote from its confused and troubled supporters. 


What now? 


As an opinion poll conducted for this newspaper showed last week, the great 
mass of white South Africans are eager for reform. They may differ on the 
degree and the pace, but there is undeniable acceptance that the era of 
failed oldstyle apartheid is at an end. 


If Mr Botha wishes to put something viable in its place, he will need new 
appliances to provide him with a broad enough power base. 


It is in the direction of the PFP to which he will be obiiged to turn if he 
seeks to achieve a centre-left alliance, no matter how loose. [In Dr. 
Slabbert he will find a gifted and skillful young statesman, sensitive to the 
rhythms of South African politics and aware of the hard fact that the old 
order cannot be overturned in a day. 


Mr Botha cannot have it both ways. He cannot be both reformer and a 
traditionalist at one and the same time. As a commentator says on the op- 
posite page, he cannot stand frozen with one timid foot poked into the 
future and one rooted in the past. 


True reformism means a fundamentally new philosophy, a real break with a 
failed past. Let Mr Botha display the true coverage of his avowedly reform- 
ist convictions and he could be astonished by the speed and conviction with 
which a new moderate movement comes into being. 


cso: 4700/1785 


IC 
(y 








SOUTH AFRICA 


ANC, SWAPO FACE ‘SERIOUS PROBLEMS' 
HB190959 Johannesburg International Service 0630 GMT 19 Aug 82 
[Station commentary ] 


[Text] We comment on terrorist problems. There has been convincing evidence 
that the two main terrorist forces fighting against South Africa, the African 
National Congress [ANC] and SWAPO, are faced with serious problems, not af- 
fecting the leadership as much as the rank and file. 


In a televisicn interview screened in South Africa, a former member of the 
ANC said the reason he had left the ANC was that it was disorganized, inef- 
ficient and corrupt. He said that while conditions in ANC camps were poor 
and very little food was available, the leaders did not seem to care and 
regarded the ANC as a means of acquiring an income. 


SWAPO documents captured by South African security forces have indicated 

that this is the story of the SWAPO terrorist as well. For example, docu- 
ments publicly released in 1980 show that the only people who are profiting 
from the terrorist war are SWAPO leader Sam Nujoma and his henchmen. The 
fighting men in the bush are in a deplorable state. The main problem is lack 
of food. One of the documents reads in part: Generally our combatants are 
starving; they eat once a day. They go on combat missions hungry. It goes 
on to point out that combatants go on long missions without--or with very 
little--food, and when they return they find nothing to eat. The result, 

the report continues, is demoralization and defection. 


A report from (Amomolo) at the time said that a certain (Christopher Bernard 
Ganakamachundu) committed suicide prior to going on a patrol. He put the 
barrel of his gun into his mouth and the bullet penetrated his brain. A 

note found on the dead terrorist stated: I cannot continue suffering this way. 


These are indeed lean and grim times for the terrorists. In South-West 

Africa more than 400 terrorists were killed inside Angola by South African 
security forces in the latest operation which ended a few days ago. Inside 
South Africa, the spekesman for South African security police has disclosed 
that the police solved about 90 percent of the cases of terrorisi in the 

country, and he has predicted that the ANC will soon be destroyed; this be- 
cause of the modern and sophisticated methods used to combat terrorism and 








the cooperation of the public, particularly black people. And indeed 
there is general agreement among international authorities that militar- 
ily South Africa and South-West Africa are impregnable against the revolu- 
tionary onslaught waged against her. 
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